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MINISTER'S MESSAGE

A SACRIFICE REMEMBERED

Just about every city, town or village throughout the United Kingdom has
a War Memorial paying tribute to those who sacrificed their lives during
the conflicts of war. With the season of Remembrance now upon us,
these War Memorials will be decorated with wreaths of poppies as the
Nation remembers.

Sadly, throughout the world just about every Nation has monuments to
its fallen soldiers reflecting the turbulent world we often live in.
Sometimes as we reflect on certain conflicts we question their ideals and
what was achieved. I’'m aware that this is certainly the case in our
country over the war in lrag where a variety of different opinions are so
evident. Yet, we must never question the courage and sacrifice of our
armed forces.

Hebrews Chapter 11 lists a number of heroes who lived and died
courageously “by faith.” Near the end of the Chapter, the list changes
from the names of individuals to groups of believers whose experiences
ranged from miraculous deliverance to torture and death because they
refused to compromise their faith in God.

Thankfully, the majority of us will hopefully never have to fight for our
country, yet we are constantly involved in a spiritual battle for Christ. We
live today in a country where the Christian Faith is currently fighting for
recognition and support.

As soldiers of Christ we surely have a duty to fight for our faith and to
promote the ideals of the Christian Gospel. After all Jesus made the
ultimate sacrifice on the cross which through the resurrection ensured the
ultimate victory of good over evil.

Therefore in this season of Remembrance may we recall every sacrifice
made on our behalf, including every example of spiritual courage. Let
this inspire us to go forward with a sense of thanksgiving and purpose in
all our lives.

Kenneth C. Elliott



PRAYER

Father,

As the flower fades and autumn colours my world
I remember

Springs and summers past,

Youth and the ripeness of life.

Bright and happy memories,

Dark and sad memories -

But a life lived

Transfigured

By the light of Christ.

Living Christ, Lord of the harvest,
as the grain has been cut and the sheaves gathered in \ /

I remember \ /
your gathering of

all those gone before me

drawn in to your nearer presence:

Those whom | have loved

Those who have loved me.

In the pain of loss and the hope of your Cross
I remember them

Renewed

Resting in your arms.

And in this season of remembrance
Father Son and Spirit three

I hold in my heart

Those who serve and have served
In combat,

Those who wait and have waited
In dread, in hope

for a word.

I remember them

in their sacrifice for me,

moving out of the shadows of war
into the gentle peace of your grace

And so before Trinity of life, Love and Communion
I remember and pray
Father, be in my remembering. Amen.



POPPYSCOTLAND

In this Season of Remembrance please give generously to Poppy
Scotland. All the money raised is desperately needed as we hear:

Steve's story

"As a kid there was never any doubt that I was going to be a soldier.

I signed up in 1997 and first saw action in Kosovo. I witnessed the
horrific reality of ethnic cleansing. In 2003 I was posted to Iraq and once
again experienced some appalling scenes. After I left the Army I couldn't
cope with the emotional trauma.

It came out in anger, stress and fear. Poppyscotland helped me heal the
emotional scars, helping my wife, my kids and my future."”

Stuart Proudfoot, Veteran

“I was the first member of my family to join the Army and everyone was so
proud that I was serving my county. In 2006, not long into my first ever
operational tour, our convoy was travelling through Southern Iraq and
was hit by an Improvised Explosive Device, killing my good friend. I was
left critically injured. The explosion shattered my jaw and cheekbone,
perforated my ear drum and I lost my lower front teeth. Poppyscotland
helped me heal the physical scars.”



Help Heal The Scars

Some scars are visible and some aren’t. Veterans like Stuart and Steve
still need your help as they struggle to adjust to civilian life, facing
financial, physical and psychological difficulties.

Poppyscotland supports veterans and their families through direct
financial assistance to those in urgent need. We also help fund specialist
veterans’ charities including Combat Street, Erskine and The Royal
British Legion Scotland.

Recent research commissioned by Poppyscotland highlighted that,
compared to their counterparts in England and Wales, veterans in
Scotland are:

e 10% more likely to become homeless

e 8% more likely to suffer from mental health problems

e 5% more likely to have a criminal record

e 3% more likely to suffer form alcohol abuse

Their need is urgent and increasing as a result of recent conflicts. Please
give as much as you can to the Scottish Poppy Appeal in 2009, and help
heal the scars.
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THE BLINDNESS WILL PASS IN TIME

Trevor Royle reflects on the final days of the First World War on the 90th
anniversary of the Armistice.

Early in the morning of 11 November 1918 the men of 5th Highland
light Infantry (HLI) made final preparations to go into the attack
along the road from Mons to Jurbise as the allies swept inexorably
into Belgium.

After 1,564 days of warfare it was a well-rehearsed routine: weapons were
checked, ammunition counted and orders finalised. Some men smoked, others
folded away letters to be opened in the event of their deaths, all experienced the
familiar tightening of the stomach and urge to empty their bowels as zero-hour
approached. Then a miracle of sorts happened.

A runner arrived from brigade headquarters ordering the battalion to stand down
as an armistice was due to come into effect at 11 am. It was a welcome respite.
Only the day before six men had been killed on the battalions sector, yet as one
of the HLI officers recorded at the time: “Strange to relate there was no
tremendous excitement. Perhaps the philosopher spoke truly when he said that
one always has a feeling of regret on doing a thing for the last time”.

All along the Western Front the news of the armistice percolated through to
soldiers in the trenches signalling that the greatest global war was over, that the
killing was at an end and that the last salvos had been fired. For such a
momentous moment it was largely greeted not with the expected wild jubilation
but with quiet relief. A staff officer in the 15th (Scottish) Division listened in as
two soldiers of 7/8th King's Own Scottish Borderers discussed their thoughts
following the long years of war. “I'd like fine to be in Blighty the nicht; said
one. “It'll be a grand nicht this at hame, something daen I'll bet.” “Ay,” said
the other, “an’ there'll be a guid few tears, too.” Lieutenant-Colonel the Hon
William Fraser, commanding 1st Gordon Highlanders, felt much the same way,
experiencing great sadness leavened by a hint of optimism: “And so ended the
last day of the Great War. One has been feeling one's way through the dark
for four years, and now one has come straight out in the sunlight - and
behold!! One is blind, one cannot see the sun. But the blindness will pass in
time.”



In fact the first indication of an impending capitulation had come a week earlier
with the surrender of Austria-Hungary. When the news reached the headquarters
of 9th (Scottish) Division the signaller on duty exclaimed, “Well, Austria’s
thrown in her mitt!”

As the divisional historian recorded later, “it was thus that a phlegmatic
Scottish soldier announced the fall of the ancient Empire of the Hapsburgs,
the oldest ruling family in Europe and the heirs of the Holy Roman Empire.”

As might have been expected, the reception on the home front was rather
different. In most parts of the country the news was greeted with wild scenes of
enthusiasm as people took to the streets to celebrate a day which many thought
might never arrive. Church bells, silent since August 1914, were rung and as
winter darkness fell across Scotland’s towns and cities street-lights continued
burning and shop windows blazed with light in defiance of the long months of
blackout. In Edinburgh search-lights played on the Scott Monument and Princes
Street was thronged with excited crowds, although it was noted that with the
public houses closed early in the evening cases of intoxication were very rare.
The early retiring habits acquired during the war period began to show their
sedative influence by 10 o'clock after which the city quietened down.

On the other hand Glasgow was more boisterous: Union Flags were flown from
office windows as crowds pushed through the streets dancing and cheering
behind pipe bands. In Aberdeen ships’ sirens sounded and in Dundee bunting
decorated the ships lying in the harbour. But, inevitably perhaps the high spirits
were tempered by the memory of lost loved ones and by the sobering thought
that the jubilation masked much sadness in many homes.

In time, and in common with all the participants, the people of Scotland were
left to count the cost of the war. Of the 688,416 Scots who had volunteered or
had been conscripted into the three armed forces 148,218 were later recorded as
having been killed in “the service of the Crown” and few families were left
untouched by the slaughter. In many cases sadness and sorrow soon gave way to
anger at what was regarded as the unnecessary loss of so many young lives and
it did not take long for the First World War to be written off as an exercise in
futility.

In the minds of many people the key date of the war is the first day of the Battle
of the Somme, 1 July 1916 when 21,392 men were killed in action; the most
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poignant motif of the war is provided by soldiers wading through the mud of
Passchendaele a year later, the most tragic result of over four years of fighting
are the huge numbers of casualties and the serried ranks of white tombstones in
France and Flanders. Of course these are important facts, though not so terrible
that they should cast a shadow over the entire war. So, let's not forget 1918: this
was the decisive year of the war when two million British soldiers under the
command of Field Marshal Lord Haig finally achieved victory in the last
decisive hundred days of the war.

Throughout late summer and early autumn the allies made significant progress
all along the Western Front and their success clearly rattled the German high
command, so much so that on September 28 General Erich von Ludendorff
suffered a minor breakdown at his headquarters in Spa and called for an
armistice. As well he might have done. Applying relentless pressure the allied
advance continued into November as the Germans withdrew steadily back from
their positions on the western front.

During those last hundred victorious days Haig’s army captured 190,000
German prisoners and 3,000 artillery pieces and advanced over 30 miles into
enemy-held territory. Those are not just dry figures but the statistics of victory.
To take that view it is also necessary to revise the view that Haig was only a
butcher and bungler who had sent a generation of young men to horrific deaths
without even knowing or caring about the effects of his decision-making. Even
the fact that he was a serious minded Christian has been held against him, as if
there were something immoral or unusual in the fact that he prayed regularly and
was a committed member of the Church of Scotland.

The truth about Haig is rather different Warfare is not an exact science and battle
plans seldom survive first contact with the enemy. Like any other soldier who
has been involved in the dirty business of warfare Haig knew that battles could
only be won by careful planning and the determination and resolve of the men
who fought them. In any case, who cannot warm to a man who commemorated
the greatest day of his life, 11 November 1918, not by making a triumphal
statement in his diary but by recording the very British understatement “Fine
day, but cold and dull”.

Trevor Royle
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J2 PRESBYTERY (2
K NEWSLINES K

NEW MODERATOR INSTALLED AT ALLOWAY
SERVICE

Dr David Lewis is only second elder t0 hold office

A ruling elder at Alloway Parish Church, Dr David Lewis has been
appointed Moderator of the Presbytery of Ayr for the year 2009-2010. He
was installed at a service at Alloway prior to the October business
meeting of the Presbytery.

The new Moderator is only the second elder to be appointed to the office.
The first was Mrs Isabell Montgomerie, Ochiltree, in 2002-03. Dr Lewis
succeeds the Rev John Paterson, minister of Old Cumnock Old linked
with Lugar.

Dr Lewis was born at Stockport in 1948. His Christian upbringing was
shared between the local Methodist Church, where Scouts were the main
attraction, and the local Congregational Church. These Churches were
later combined in a Methodist-URC local ecumenical partnership.

Later in life, while living in Surrey, house moves meant that he was an
elder in three congregations. He joined Christ Church Leatherhead just
before the URC was formed and, in addition to becoming an elder, he
was a youth leader and became involved in youth work at URC District
and Synod level. He was also the URC representative on an ecumenical
project "Farnham Aid to Poland”. Moving again to Guildford URC he
continued his District and Synod Youth work and also became the
congregation's District and Synod representative.

On moving to Ayrshire, he joined Alloway Church, where he became an
elder and was for many years joint Bible Class leader and also became
Presbytery elder. He currently provides audio-visual support for a range
of church activities.
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Within the Presbytery, Dr Lewis has been an active member of several
committees. He served as Convener of the Mission Committee during the
development of the Presbytery Plan and is also a member of the Mission
and Discipleship Council of the Church of Scotland General Assembly.

It was a career move that brought Dr Lewis to Ayrshire as Head of Food
Science and Technology at Scottish Agricultural College (SAC). In
addition to research and consultancy, he added a teaching role and was
for a time Vice-Dean for Education. During his time at SAC he was
involved in projects in Lithuania, Poland, Russia, China, Indonesia and
Kazakhstan. He also had a leading role in establishing a new food
processing hall at SAC.

Dr Lewis is married to Irene and has two grown up children, Philip and
Vikki.

CONGREGATIONS TO BE VISITED IN 2009-10.

During his year in office, the Moderator will visit six congregations
within the bounds, from Dundonald in the north to Girvan in the south.
The complete itinerary is: Ayr, Newton-on-Ayr; the linked charges of
Barr, Dailly and Girvan South, Coylton linked with Drongan,
Dundonald, Prestwick South, and Troon: Portland.

CHANGE IN COMMUNION ARRANGEMENTS

With the installation of the Moderator in his own Church, the Presbytery
began a new tradition. Previously the installation has been at the start of
the October meeting in recent times within Alloway Church Hall, and
earlier within the Council Chambers at the County Buildings.

Another break with tradition is the Presbytery annual Communion
service, being moved from June to October, after the installation of the
Moderator, and before the ordinary meeting of the Presbytery. On this
occasion, the celebrant of the Sacrament was the minister of Alloway the
Rev Neil McNaught.
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LINKING SERVICES TO BE HELD IN FEBRUARY 2010

The Presbytery Business Committee have given advance notice that,
following the Presbytery Plan which links Crosshill and Maybole; and
Ayr:St Leonard's and Dalrymple, services of linking will be held in
February of next year.

In the case of Ayr: St,Leonard's and Dalrymple, it will also be a Service
of Introduction.

CALL TO PRESTWICK MINISTER FROM FIFE
CONGREGATIONS

The Rev Arthur Christie, minister of Monkton and Prestwick North
Church since 2000, has accepted a call from the linked charges of
Anstruther Cellardyke and Kilkenny within the Presbytery of St
Andrews.

Mr G H Kitcheman reported to the Preshytery on behalf of the Vacancy
Procedure Committee, and in terms of Act VIII, 2003, the Presbytery
noted that the Call has been sustained and translation agreed.

The Presbytery has appointed the Rev Alec Shuttleworth, minister at
Tarbolton linked with Annbank, to serve as Interim Moderator.

WEST SOUND: SUNDAY AT SEVEN IS NOW SUNDAY AT NINE
The Presbytery's representative on West Sound's Religious Advisory
Committee, the Rev Kenneth Elliott, has updated Presbyters on the radio
station's change, which replaced the 3 hour ‘Sunday at Seven’

programme with a 1 hour programme entitled *Sunday Night at Nine’.

Posters advertising this change are shortly to be made available to all
churches.
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Dear Boys and Girls,

In this season of Remembrance we give thanks for the fairly stable
and peaceful country we live in. Indeed, as young people | believe
we all have a duty to make our country a better place.

If We fO"OW Unscramble the letters to find the ljmr'ds in our /—W‘W
God’s commands Good Samaritan = %

then we can Anagr'am
achieve our goal.

Just like the Good

Samaritan ~ who egies

helped to look ejnoruy

after a man that

had been robbed bbeorry

and beaten up. deginor
aaaimnrst

To the Samaritan
it didn’t matter deehlp
the religion or the

emno
colour of the i
man’s skin. acimnoopss

abeent

eehrt
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Good Samaritan Crossword

1 2
3
4
5 6
;l'
8 9
10
Across
3. We areto God with all our heart, soul, strength and mind.
5. The man was beaten, yet people the man without helping him.
7. These people did not get along with the Samaritans.
8. The Samaritan took the man to an while he was getting better.
9. The number of thieves that robbed the man.
10. Jesus told this parable to answer the question, "Who is my e
Down

1. We all should have this just like the Samaritan did.

2. This was the first person to pass by and not help.

4. Love God and your neighbor and Jesus said you will do this.
6. This was the only person to help the Jew who was hurt.
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WHAT'S THE USE OF AID?

The Following Article Is From World Mission.

Is aid a good thing or a bad thing? This question has been debated
for decades with strong positions held on both sides. On the
positive, that aid works with the poorest and most vulnerable,
alleviating their circumstances and capacity building for the future;
and, on the negative, that it creates a dependency culture which
stifles initiative and development. As with all debates there are
truths to be found on both sides.

| was very aware on a recent visit to Malawi and Zambia of two
dangers of aid. Firstly that we perpetuate a mentality which makes
'us' feel helpful and ‘them' feel helpless; the shopping list of needs
presented, from village through to government. Secondly | was
struck quite forcibly at Mwandi in Zambia how aid controls.
Walking round the mission hospital, our partner observed: "We are
delighted that there is funding for the ARV (anti-retroviral)
programme for the treatment of HIV and the difference is
noticeable - no more crowded TB wards, people now have hope.
But if you are suffering from asthma, or have a heart condition,
there is no funding to treat you.

The primary value of aid is in the building of self-esteem and
confidence among the poorest. One of my warmest memories was
meeting a woman farmer in Euthini, Malawi, chair of the local co-
operative, who with the help of Christian Aid had built a dam
which ensured two harvests a year for her community. She had
come with her gift of two chickens and her story. Her joy at being
able to feed her family twelve months of the year was tangible. We
met as equals - we each had a story to tell, and we had gifts to
exchange.

It's an extension of the ancient proverb:
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'Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach him to
fish and you feed him for life',

Aid-funded projects are never going to change the world: only
policies can, and that's why all aid organisations campaign for
climate justice, for trade justice, and for human rights.

Our instinctive response to 'do something' is best seen at times of
disaster emergency appeals. But as a church we can witness to our
communities that aid is more than reaching into our purses: it is
challenging policies, looking at the effect of our own life styles,
and forever asking the question 'why?' In this way we will begin to
really hear the African woman's plea for a 'hand up' not a 'handout’,
and to hear our Lord's question, 'What do ye more than others?'

Helder Camara asked the question: “When I feed the poor they
call me a saint; but when I ask why they are poor, why is it they
call me a communist?”

Maggie Lunan
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AFTERNOON COMMUNION

At the October meeting of the Kirk Session, Elders discussed
whether the Afternoon Communion Service should continue.

For the last few years the numbers attending have declined to the
extent that the average attendance is around 22 or 23 at each
Service.

The result of this is that the singing is thinner and while we have
tried to limit the seating to the first six pews the small number of
members attending means that there is no great sense of a
congregational experience.

In the past the afternoon table attracted far more attenders as
indeed did the Morning Table. The fall in numbers at the latter has
had the result that those who attend in the afternoon can quite
comfortably be accommodated at morning worship.

Clearly the Kirk Session would not want to make a final decision
without first consulting members of the congregation. Any member
therefore who has a view on this matter which they would like to
express can do so to their Elder, to our Minister or the Session
Clerk.

All of us recognise that this proposal breaks with a long held and
cherished tradition. However the Session believe that the Church
has to reflect the situation that it current finds itself in and move

towards a more heavily supported morning service which would
include all those members able to attend.

Alan Moir

Session Clerk.
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ELDERS DUTIES FOR COMMUNION
SUNDAY 6" DECEMBER 2009

COMMUNION TABLE

A. Moir & G McLean

MORNING TABLE

South 1 G. A Kerr North1 M. Foggo
South 2 J. Dunlop North2 W. Goodwin
South 3 A. Connor North3 K. McKail
South 4 A. Wilson North4 C. Laverie
South 5 W. Elphinstone North 5 J. Yee
South 6 M. Bingham North 6 J. McCormack
AFTERNOON TABLE
South 1 W. Irvine North1 F. McQuade
South 2 Ann Mackay North 2 Arthur Mackay
South 3 A. Armour North3 A. Green
South 4 J. Park North4 K. Mathers
South 5 H. Inglis North 5 N. Inglis
South 6 J. Thomson North 6 S. McGill

Reserves: J. Gillespie, S. Johnson, K McGhie, A Miller.
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Far away in the' gah waters of the Coral Sea, two pra' A swimming
around. One called Justin and the other called Christian. The=prawns were
constantly being harassed and threatened by sharks that inhabited the area.
Finally one day Justin said to Christian, “I'm fed up with being a prawn; I wish
I was a shark, and then I wouldn't have any worries about being eaten.” A
large mysterious cod appeared and said, “Your wish is granted.” Lo and behold,
Justin turned into a shark.

Horrified, Christian immediately swam away, afraid of being eaten by his old
mate. Time passed (as it does) and Justin found life as a shark boring and lonely.
All his old mates simply swam away whenever he came close to them. Justin
didn't realize that his new menacing appearance was the cause of his sad plight.
While swimming alone one day he saw the mysterious cod again and he thought
perhaps the mysterious fish could change him back into a prawn.

He approached the cod and begged to be changed back, and, lo and behold, he
found himself turned back into a prawn. With tears of joy in his tiny little eyes
Justin swam back to his friends and bought them all a cocktail. Looking around
the gathering at the reef he realized he couldn't see his old pal. “Where's
Christian?” he asked. “He's at home, still distraught that his best friend
changed sides to the enemy & became a shark”, came the reply.

Eager to put things right again and end the mutual pain and torture, he set off to
Christian's abode. As he opened the coral gate, memories came flooding back.
He banged on the door and shouted, “It's me, Justin, your old friend, come out
and see me again.” Christian replied, “No way man, you'll eat me. You're now
a shark, the enemy, and I'll not be tricked into being your dinner.”
Justin cried back, “No, I'm not. That was the old me. I've changed. '.........
'I've found Cod. I'm a Prawn again Christian!”
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BIBLE READINGS FOR THE MONTH OF

DAY
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Monday

NOVEMBER 2009
HEBREWS
1st 3:1-19
2" 4:1-13 _
3™ 4:14-5:10
4t 5:11-6:12
5th 6:13-7:10
6" 7:11-28
7t 8:1-13
gt 9:1-15
oth 9:16-28
10" 10:1-18
11" 10:19-39
12t 11:1-16 -
13" 11:17-40
14" 12:1-13
15% 12:14-29
16™ 13:1-25
JAMES
17" 1:1-27
18" 2:1-26
19% 3:1-18
20" 4:1-17
21% 5:1-20
1 PETER
22M 1:1-2:3 .
23 2:4-25
24 3:1-22
25 4:1-19
26" 5:1-14
2 PETER
27" 1:1-21
28" 2:1-22
29" 3:1-18
1 JOHN
30" 1:1-2:1
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EVERYDAY LIFE FOR JEWS

The daily life of Jews varied enormously: some were rich, many more were
poor, some were priests or were attached to the Temple, others worked on the
land, some lived in towns, others in the country. Jesus moved within all these
different worlds applying his teaching to them.

JEWISH life in New Testament times varied in many different ways. Some of
the wealthy took advantage of the influence of Hellenism, the rule of the
Romans, and the Herod family in Palestine to adopt a more cosmopolitan
lifestyle. Among the relatively poor, some absorbed many folk elements into
their religious life (e.g. charms and amulets, consulting the stars, magic, and
cures). Occupying the middle ground were many Jews trying to live in a way
that was faithful to Torah and the Covenant with God. Even then, there was a
variety of ways in which they could do this. The New Testament reflects some
of these many different aspects of everyday religious life.

DOMESTIC LIFE

For Jews, the home was central to nurturing beliefs, traditions, and values, and
for maintaining the link between faith and ethnicity. “He who maintains peace at
home maintains it in Israel.... Everyone is king in his own home” (Aboth
deRabbi Nathan 28). To be Jewish was to be distinctive, reciting the Shema and
teaching the Commandments to all the family.

Observing Torah governed life both at home and in public, not least in relation
to marriage, children, and the maintenance of family ties. Food preparation and
the observance of dietary regulations were integral to the proper functioning of
family life. The rhythm of everyday domestic life and work was governed by
the Sabbath and festivals, especially Passover, with the role the family played in
instructing children, the Day of Atonement, with its sense of solemnity, and
Tabernacles, with its celebratory significance. This way of life was strengthened
by regular attendance at the synagogue and the obligatory payment to the
Temple of a half-shekel tax.

WORK AND PLAY

In general, Jews worked in almost all occupations, earning a wide range of
incomes, with farming accounting for a high proportion. In the largely agrarian
region of Palestine, crop growing, animal husbandry, and fishing were key
elements of the rural economy. Savage conflicts sometimes emerged between
the peasants working the land and their landlords (e.g. the parable of the Tenant
Farmers, Matt. 21:33-41), which was exacerbated by the heavy taxation system.
People also worked in a range of cottage industries, notably weaving, pottery,
leather working, glass, and stone carving.
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The majority of the Palestinian population lived and worked in small towns and
villages, despite the fact that the cities of Jerusalem, Sepphoris, Tiberias, and
Caesarea were important administrative and economic centres and places of
Hellenistic cultural influence. It is the social circumstances and economic
hardships of this rural Palestinian existence, rather than the cosmopolitan
lifestyle of Jews in Greco-Roman society that are reflected in Jesus' parables.

Leisure activities in these communities revolved around such social events as
weddings, religious festivals, or, in some cities, sacred games. Religious,
economic, or social voluntary associations were common and provided a variety
of ways in which the importance of belonging to a community could be
celebrated and affirmed.

RELATIONS WITH NON-JEWS

With its disciplined lifestyle and lack of exoticism, Judaism came to be admired
and many Gentiles became proselytes, or converts. Some non-Jews were
benefactors of synagogues and became '"God-fearers' or ''sympathizers'', for
example, Cornelius (Acts 10:2), Sergius Paulus (Acts 13:7), and Lydia (Acts
14:4). There was thus a welcome, if passive, acceptance by Jews.

Contacts with non-Jews could raise sharp issues of ritual cleanliness, especially
where food and meals were concerned. However, some Jews at least had no
hesitation in seeking benefactors in ways that were related to the system of
patronage in the cities of the Gentile world. This would also have been aided by
the privileged legal status that was granted to the Jewish religion by Rome.

FOOD LAWS AND PRAYER

The "dietary laws' (kashrut) are a term for the laws and customs that detail
which animals, birds, and fish may be eaten and how they should be prepared
(Lev. 11; Deut. 14:3-21). The laws state that meat and milk products should not
be prepared and eaten together). In the New Testament these laws were
significant in the Gentile mission (e.g. Acts 10:10-15) and in table fellowship
(e.g. Gal. 2:12-14). Paul accordingly argued strongly that table fellowship could
not be idolatrous (1 Cor. 8:4-6).

The Shema, so called because it derives from the first word of Deuteronomy
6:4"Hear (shema)O Israel, the LORD is our God, the LORD alone" - is the
Jewish declaration of faith. Jews were, and still are, required to say the Shema
each morning and evening and on other occasions, such as when the Torah
Scroll is taken from the Ark on sabbaths and festivals. In Jesus' teachings, the act
of reciting the Shema is linked to the second great commandment of loving a
neighbour (Luke 10:25-28), a point also reflected by Paul in establishing the
unity of the church at Corinth (1 Cor. 8:4-6).
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ADVERTISERMENT

Lawson Russell & Company
Solicitors, Notaries & Estate Agents

163 Main Street, Telephone: 01292 478487
Prestwick. Fax: 01292 671386

We pride ourselves in offering advice on a wide range of legal matters.
Below is a list of the main services we provide. We can assist you with
just about any legal matter which arises and should you wish any
further information please feel free to contact us.

CONVEYANCING
WILLS AND ESTATES
MATRIMONIAL AND FAMILY LAW
ACCIDENT CLAIMS

COURT
EMPLOYMENT LAW
GSPC CORPORATE COMMERCIAL
www.lawsonrussell.co.uk
mail@Ilawrussell.co.uk.

ANSWER

NOTHING
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VARIETY IS THE SPICE OF LIFE

SERVICES AT PRESTWICK SOUTH

NOVEMBER 2009 - FEBRUARY 2010

1* November
8" November
15™ November

22" November
29" November

6™ December

13" December
13" December
20™ December
24™ December
25™ December
27" December

3" January

10" January
17" January
24"™ January
31* January

7™ February
14" February

21* February
28" February

Normal Service.

Remembrance Service beginning at 10.55am.
Family Service with input from the Praise Band
and Sunday School.

Normal Service.

Admission of New Communicants.

Communion.

Service of Music and Word by the Choir.
Christmas Praise Night.

Nativity Service.

Watchnight Service with Young Musicians.
Short Christmas Day Service.

Family Festive Service.

Informal Communion.
Normal Service.

Sacrament of Holy Baptism.
Normal Service.

Normal Service.

Youth Service with input from the
Praise Band and Young People.
Normal Service.

Normal Service.

Normal Service.

PRESTWICK SOUTH PARISH CHURCH

ATTEMPTING THE IMPOSSIBLE — SOMETHING FOR

EVERYONE!
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BIBLE SOCIETY

fthe Ward Ffor the world

Dear Mr McQuade,

Bicentenary project for Brazil

Thank you so much for your gift of £615.00 from Prestwick South Parish
Church's recent harvest festival service which will enable our Brazilian
colleagues to take basic healthcare and spiritual assistance to urban slums
and neglected rural areas in the north-eastern region.

When | visited the country last September, | travelled briefly with 'Light
of the Amazon', the Brazil Bible Society's boat that serves isolated
communities along the great river. Volunteer medical and dental
personnel provide treatment; practical aid donated by churches is given
where appropriate; other crew-members teach a range of valuable
citizenship topics; and the Scriptures are shared with children and adults
according to their literacy level.

The Brazilian Bible Society have been serving with this holistic ministry
since 1962 and so have many years of experience. Their commitment to
serve people at every level of their being (body, mind and spirit) is a joy
and challenge to witness. The love of Christ is being shown in action!

By giving at this time you are investing in a long-term facility that will
serve needy people for many years. On their behalf, thank you all!

With warm Christian greetings

Yours sincerely

Colin S Hay

Director of Programmes.
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CHURCH COLLECTIONS
27™ September — 18™ October 2009

FWO ORD TOTAL
27" September 328.50 49.50 378.00
4™ October 613.77 65.10 678.87
11" October 207.25 93.50 300.75
18" October 520.65 36.70 557.35
TOTAL 1670.17 244.80 1914.97
S.0/Gift Aid £4.185.50
TOTAL £6,100.47
Total Same Period 2008 £5,871.86
Increase in 2009 £228.61
% Increase in 2009 3.8%
ADVERTISEMENT

[BRRE] Firoreft [BER
PICTURE FRAMING AND CRAFT SHOP
Creative Framing from Needlework to Decoupage, Photos to Sports Shirts.
You Name It We Frame It!
Extensive Range of Mouldings...Mounts cut while you wait...Free Estimates
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO CREATE A MASTERPIECE

You are welcome to browse our Craft Shop/Gallery for ideas and inspiration.
We stock a wide range of Art & Craft materials including Canvas, Decoupage
Prints and Tools, Card Making supplies, Needlework materials and threads.

We run CRAFT WORKSHOPS Monday, Wednesday & Thursday
Cost £6.00 for 2 hours (refreshments provided)
Come along, have fun and make new friends.

Tel: Eileen on 70/72 Waterloo Road
01292 479225 Prestwick (2 mins from Aldi)
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[ CHURCH CONTACTS

MINISTER: Rev. Kenneth C. Elliott TEL: 478788
68 St. Quivox Road.

SESSION Alan C. Moir TEL: 476883

CLERK: 98 Ayr Road.

CLERK TO Malcolm Foggo TEL: 470026

THE BOARD: 1 Woodland Street.

TREASURER: Frank McQuade TEL: 475632
5 Hunter Street.

GIFT AID Aileen Telfer TEL: 678429

CONVENER: 79 Marchburn Avenue.

CHURCH Alison Phillips TEL: 678556

SECRETARY & Church Vestry.

HALL LETTING

CONVENER:

ROLL Allan Kerr TEL: 479960

KEEPER: 3 Cochrane Place.

PROPERTY James Yee TEL: 477163

CONVENER: 20 Marina Road.

ORGANIST AND David Ferguson TEL: 268992

CHOIRMASTER: 199 Hillfoot Road, Ayr.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Katie McKail TEL: 475239

SUPERINTENDENTS: 49 Caerlaverock Road.
Ann MacKay TEL: 477738
15 Briarhill Street.

CHURCH Willie Main TEL: 286224

OFFICER: 22 Bellesleyhill Road.

All items for our DECEMBER NEWSLETTER should be submitted by
the conclusion of the Morning Service on Sunday the 22" November 2009.
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