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MINISTER'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

A TRADITIONAL MESSAGE

It can be strangen our ever changing worJdhow specific events and
particular times of the year harbour great traditional desires. For
example in our household my two sons Richard and dawould
certainly not name either chicken or turkey as their favourite meal.
Therefore | recently asked them if they would like a change this
Christmas.Their unified reply wasi N o , ités Christma:
serve turkey!od

As a Minister | often feelthe message | try to convey each Christmas is
also tke same and very traditionalhdt message is quite simplyK e e p
Chri st i n . T@ik is inG ¢tapyatasld even amongst Church
members.

This year for example Christmas Ry falls on a Sunday. Prestki
South and all other Churches should be busy that day with Christians
coming together to celebrate thieth of Christ. Yet sadlythere will bea

host of excuses as why the Church wilbe omitted from the Christmas
Day celebrations by marfit andalde Church member$reparation of a
meal and getting ready to welcome visitors will no doubt feature highly
in the reasons why many will not attend.

Yet, as a Minister of the Gospdlis surely my dutyto challenge people

to keep Christ in Christmas. Tohave any other opinion would
unquestionablype a failure on my part. However, let us also not forget
that as Christians we belobhga ministry of altbelievers and thaheans
thatwe all have an equal duty to ensthiat Christ is kept in Christmas.

By all means let us enjoy our celebrasidhis Christmas, but let nothing
detract from ensuring that wa Prestwick Soutlithat arephysically fit
and emotionally stabjdeadby example angrioritise our worship of the
true King of Kings.

May Jesus Chrisring you and those whom you lgyeeace and joy this
Christmas.

Kenneth C. Elliott



CHRISTMAS CARDS

This year, every household in the Congregatid
should have receivedwith this Newsletter a
coloured Christmas Card. Special thaagsinto a
good friend of Prestwick South for his assista
once again

As normaj this Card brings blessings frorhe
Manse family androm the Church to all members

These Christmas Cards have also been sent
people who signed the Visitors Book duringl20
They have also been serd some nursing home
schools, bdgnesses, individualstc, as well asall
those who in recent times have supported
Church.

Ironing
Services

Hectic Life! Fed up with the endless ironing piles?
Want one thing less to worry aboutét us help you!

ALL CLOTHES, CURTAINS & BEDDING PROFESSIONALLY
PRESSED TO A HIGH STANDARD .

Freepick-up and delivery 24hour turnaround.

\ Call 01292 670566 or 07510548800 anytime. /




DR KEITH GRANT

On the 24 December please give
generouslyif you attend the Watchnight
Service. All proceedsaisedwill be donated
to Dr KeithGr a rfundyassing climbin aid
of the Ayrshire Hospice.

Previously Keith scaled the steep slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro in March
201Q but decided this time to clima little higher! The target was to
scale Mera Peak in the Himalayas.

Mera Peak is one offte most popular of Nepal's 18réekking Peaks".

For the trekker, the walk through the Sherpa country of the remote Inkhu
valley is an unforgettable experience, offering supscenery, and
abundant wildlife, including rumoured sightings of the legendafgti.
About 700 foreign visitors climb the 6654mountaineach year, an
achievement which requires mountaineering skills and a special permit
from the Nepal Mountaineering Assation. It is situated in the Everest
region in a remote valley

In November Keith successfully scaled the peak while also seeking to
raise funds for the Ayrshire Hospice. It should be notedkthih funded

the entiretrip - he did not seek to acquiemy funds towards the cost of
this challenge. All donations are going entirely and directly towards the
Ayrshire Hospice.

Keith works at the Ayrshire Hospice where he is an AssoS8peeialist.

As he saidprior to embarking on the trigi | 6 v e withe Hospide a't
for over ten years and felt | would like to add my support to the many
people who so generously donate their time, skills and money to the
Hospice. |1 6m taking car erytorfglraidel my
will go to the Hospice.

At the invitation of the Congregational BoarKeith will be our special
guest at the Watchnight Service where he will give a briedaat of his
climb up the Mera ak, while also seeking to raise more funds for the
Ayrshire HospicePlease give generously ahdlp Keith raise as much
money as possible



TRADITIONAL

CANDLELIGHT
WATCHNIGHT

SERVICE
IN AID OF

‘> KEITH GRANTG CLIMB FOR THE ‘}

o T AYRSHIRE HOSPICE D

Ayﬁshlr,e AYLlSh”’.e
SRS SATURDAY A

24" DECEMBER 201

11.30pm
with
Secial Guests
Rona McKail and Keith Grant

, Soup & French Bread %é{
provided in the Church Hall S

after the Service )

Don't Forget Your Torch @%)



CHRISTMAS
SERVICE S

A FESTIVAL OF FRIENDSHIP AND
FELLOWSHIP IN THE CHURCH HALL
AFTER EACH SERVICE

plus

Worship to ensure that YOU help to keep the Christ in Christmas.

1 1TH

COME AND HEAR THE JOYFUL

DECEMBER SINGING 11.00 am
A SERVICE OF MUSIC AND DIALOGUE
FEATURING THE SENIOR CHOIR
H THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS
18 11.00am
DECEMBER

FEATURING THEY OUNG PEOPLE
OF PRESTWICK SOUTH

5




DECEMBER

CANDLELIGHT WATCHNIGHT
SERVICE

IN AID OF
DR KEITH GRANTE CLIMB FOR

The "
Ayrshire
Hospice
With The
PRESTWICK SOUTH Y OUNG MUSICIANS
plus special guest
Rhona McKail.

Remember to bring your Torch.
(Soup & Bread in the Hall after the Service)

11.30pm

DECEMBER

THIS IS THE DAY!

SERVICE FOR ALLWHO REMEMBER WHAT
CHRISTMAS IS REALLY ABOUT!

11.00am

1ST
JANUARY

FIRST SERVICE OF
2012

—_—

OPEN COMMUNION

11.00am




ELDERS REPORTS ON RECENT VISITS
TO ORGANISATIONS

Sunday School and Créch

As part ofmy remit from the Kirk Sessign visited the Crecheand
Sunday School in October. In t@eechethere were two children and in

the Sunday School there were three. It was the end of the school
holidays so this may have affected the number in attendamicénb
speaking to the Sunday School teacher | learned that there was only eight
on the roll compared with twelve at the same time last year.

As you probably knowthe teachers work on a rota basis to wallo
everyone a chance to go intdq@ch and this is system which works
well.

The teaching material used is from Scripture Union. There are lesson
plans, stories and activities which can be adapted to suit the situation and
the age of the group. The children enjoy the lessons and were enjoying
working and chatting to each other and the teacher. The atmosphere was
a very happy one.

In the Créchethere is also a rota operating. Two people are on duty
every Sunday. The children are well provided with lots of suitable toys
and a lovely new carpet makétarea a very pleasant one.

Everything runs very smoothin the Sunday School ar@récheand the

Kirk Session are very appreciative of the work done by all the Sunday
School teachers and volunteers who help to achieve this. The only
problem is the laclof children in attendance and | am sure that this
comes as no surprise to anyone who att€@fdsir ch r eqgul ar | vy
mentioned beforevarious events have been tried outwith Sundays and
although these are popular and succesgfaloes not seem to hawvan

impact on the numbers in the Sunday School.

Do we just have to accept that this follows the national trend and
that the church is now a place attended by the older generation?

Wilma Gadwin



2"/ 4" prestwick BB

| turned up smartly dressed as usiaa my visit on 2§ October 2011

and felt well out of place; the Junior Section was having a Halloween
party and | was surrounded by pirates, vampires, gangsters and assorted
skeletons. It was all good fun, particularly the Mummy competition
where teas wrap toilet roll round one of their number. It looked like a
very bad firstaid class.

Their numbers are slightly down on last sessidoe mainly to
promotions to the Company Sectiohree adults are assisted bp@ys

from the Company Section whar e wor king towards
Badge.

The Company Section has about the same numbers as last,sasgin
well served by Captain Ken Sinclair and his officers. The boys were
given a short talk by Rev David Watson about forgiverfeiewed by a
discussion in groups on the subject. They were briefed by @apta
Sinclair on the forthcoming Dedicatioref¥ice at Prestwick South on
Sunday 6 November.

Dur i ng bréaléthetffiaers were planning the programme for the
rest of this session.

Altogether the amalgamated Companies are progressing satisfactorily
andarelooking forward to another busy session.

Andy Mitchell




Bible Class

On Sunday 18 October, John Park and myself paid our first visit of the
session to the Bible Clas®Ve were made most welcome by Mrs Elliott
and her classThe topic for the morning was the development plan for
the Church which had been rolled out to the congregation, including the
Bible Class orthe previous SundayA lively discussion took place, and
we found it most heartening to hear that the young people were
concerned about the future of t6aurch and had thought about ways to
introduce new young members.

Unfortunately, duringpur visit, there were only Biembers in attendance,
probably due to thelate being the start of the October school break.
There were no problems to report although last year, there was a
fluctuation in numbers due to other events increasingly being scheduled
for Sunday mornings.

Ann Green

The Choir

Bill and | visited the Choir on Wednesdald" October and received a
very warm welcome.There were 13 members presehtwomen and 4
men, whichwere4 less than on our last visinainly due to illness and
the school holidays.

We practised the hymns and the anthemHerfollowing Sunday service
and then it was time to try out some very lovely music for the Choir's
Christmas Servicel don't think Bill and | contributed a great deal to the
overall quality butthere was much laughter and enjoyment during the
session andve look forward to our next visit.

Alison Armour & Bill Elphinstone



Praise Group

On the 24" October Frank McQuade & visited the Praise Group who
were rehearsing for their forthcoming Advent Praise Night on Sunday
27" November. There were Iresentwith 3 members absenvhichis
about the same numbersths previous year.

Brian McGhie is the leaddrut musical pieces are chosen as a group.
Apart from their previously expressed wish for a piaihe group have
no matters they would likbrought to the Session's attention and they
appreciate all encouragement for their efforts.

Karen Mathers
The Guild

Jack McCormack and | visited the Guild of ®ctober for the opening
meeting of the 20£12012 session. Twenty three members had braved
the weatherwhich was very windy with intermittent heavy showers.
Membership has declined since the start of the last session. Total
membeship at present is 38 compared withat2he same time last year.
Guild ConvenorMrs Ann McGiffen, together witlother office bearers

and members were, as usual, very welcoming.

The meeting took the form of a Communion and Dedication Service
which was conducted by our Minister, Rev Kenneth Elliott. Before the
start of the Service, a tcondfegaiade t h C
round the tables nearest the front. During the Service we all shared the
common cup. Hymns were accompanied on the piano by Mrs Fay
Hutton.

After the Benediction and the completion of the formal business we all
enjoyed tea, coffee and theual good food provided by the ladies of the
Guild.

The only downside to the afternoon, at least from my point of view, was
being soaked when | was caught in torrential rain while walking home!

Willie Irvine
1C



The Guides

We visited theGuides on 31 October 2011. We picked a good night as
the girls were celebrating Halloween. On entering the hall we were
greeted by witches, bats but no big black cats, a mouse, vampires,
zombies and even a ghost from the Titanic.

We were asked to judge the best cogtummich was a hard task as they
were all good. While waiting for the results, we watched as the girls
aookedfor apples, searched for items in the dark and tried to eat sugar
doughnuts from a string with no hands or licking of lips allowed. We
then praented the winner of the best costume with a tub of purple and
orange maggots (jelly babies)l* Prize went to Emma P dressed a
bunch of grapes and“2o Hannaha gothic witch.

Rachel, the leader, assisted by Eilidh, Ali and young leaders Rauhel a
Ruth made the evening very enjoyabbe &ll the girls including $ew
members.

The numbers of Gides are up on last session to aroungvidth more
expected to join from the Brownies after Christmas. The previous leader,
Lisa, has moved away with hework in the RAF. Unfortunately Rachel

is now due to move on too with her RAF work. Howewee are sure

the girls will find someone to lead them through the next session.

It was good to see the girls enjoying themselves and that numbers are
going upinstead of down.

Alex Miller and Susan Johnson

R
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CHURCH OPENING
AT CHRISTMAS

The Kirk Session once again agreed that the Church would be open prior
to Christmas. Those on duty will be:

DATE 10aM T 12NOON 2PM TILL 4PM
THURSDAY ANDY MITCHELL MALCOLM FOGGO
22° KATIE MCKAIL INA ROSS

CATHERINE LAVERIE
FRIDAY WILMA GOODWIN ANDY MITCHELL
23° ALISON ARMOUR GWEN BoyD
SATURDAY DAvID CARMICHAEL WILLIE MAIN
24™ SHONA M CGILL JOHN PARK

ADVERTISEMENT

PR ML Willams Lid. SR )

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
@ 1(B) FALKLAND PARK ROAD o &

(4

o &
Ueral mted* AYR KAS8 8LL
* * *
PRIVATELY OWNED FAMILY FIRM SERVING AYR, PRESTWICK
AND SURROUNDINGDISTRICTS
OFFERINGA COMPLETE24HOUR SERVICET 7 DAYS A WEEK.

(01292) 262277

\ PRE-ARRANGED FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE /

< )
("'?em n\l"‘"\
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SPECIAL DATES DURING
DECEMBER

1065

28" Dec. Consecration of Westminster Abbey.

29" Dec. St Thomasf Canterbury,St Thomas a6 Becl
martyred in his own Cathedral at Christmastide.

1577

13" Dec Sir Francs Drakes et s ai | round the w
Gol den Hindb©6.

1697

2" Dec. Opening of the new St Paul 08¢

1795

3 Dec. Rowland Hillof the Penny Post was born.

4™ Dec. Feast ofSt Barbarapatron saint of anything connected
with thunderstormdijre, and gunpowder.

1818

24" Dec. 6Silent Night, Hoilworddbyght 6,
Joseph Franz Mohr a young priest. Music by Herr
Gruber in Oberndorf in Austria.

1843

19" Dec. Charles Dickens published a

1865

30" Dec. Rudyad Kiplingaut hor of ,Wasbaingl e Bo

1901

5" Dec. Walt Disney was born.
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1903

17" Dec.

18" Dec.

1920

20" Dec.

1937

21% Dec.

1958
5" Dec.

1960

10" Dec.

1990
1*'Dec.

Wilbur and Orville Wright made first powered

aeroplane flight.

Closing of 4 BiastdrieasPagedntirDer r y 6

Londonderry Ireland.

Bob Hope became an American Citizen.

Premier of 6Snow Whifirsefulland t

length animated cartoon.

Prime Minister Harold McMillan opens first motorway,

O0M6 Pr emad ond By

Firste pi sode of 6éCoronation St

The Island of Britain is connected with European

Mai nl and, 6The
the Ice Age.

DECEMBER

14

Channel

Tunne



LETTER RECEIVED FROM THE SCOTTISH BIBLE SOCIETY

SCO#]SH

BIBLE SOCIETY

the Ward far the warid

Dear Mr McQuade,

Your recent gift of £564.00 from Prestwick South Church can help open
up the Bible to people across many countries. Thank you so much!

One example of the projects we support is through Churches in Henan

province in China, whoBwblte Beoent
useinadnont h Sunday School progr amme.
the Bible words, so | now under st e

(11), nAand it has helped me grow d

The simplified language and illwations also appealed to 7 yedAd
Wang: fThese stories bring out Go
promi ses. [ would Iike to thank
Societies for your kind donation. The classes have drawn me closer to
God. o

Alittle girl of the same age expre
Lord, for giving us the Bible, the most precious treasure of all, just
wai ting for us to discover and | ea

Thank you for supporting the Scottish Bible Society andihglfm make
Godds Word available to people aro

With warm Christian greetings,

Elaine M Duncan
Chief Executive
The Scottish Bible Society
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ADVERTISE MENT

/ Your Local \

Electrician
¢ Prestwick ® Troon e Ayr

—@Q—o°

Len Brady
APPROVED ELECTRCIAN

All Jobbing Electrical Work
Free Estimates
Competitive Rates
NO JOB TOO SMALL

01292 478 045
Mobile 07814 075321

www.lenbrady.co.uk
QBerelands Road, Prestwick. /

WHAT |SSNOW?

When water freezes inside clouds, ice crystals fowm. drystals are
crystals that have formed around tiny bits of dirt that have been carried
up into the atmosphere by the wind. The ice crystals join together
creating snowflakes. Once the flakes are heavy enough they fall to the
ground as snow. Each snowkdtais made up of from 2 to about 200
separate crystals. In addition to a normal snow fall, snow can drift to the
ground lightly as flurries, fall heavily as a snowstorm, or pile up quickly
by being blown by strong winds in a blizzard.
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http://www.lenbrady.co.uk/

Dear Boys and Girls, Teasers

After weeks of TV
adverts and brightly lit
shop windo
be long before the
great day arrives.

Yet, amongst all the
presents and fun ¢ ¢
all take time to
remember why we
celebrate.

Approximately 2,000
years agpa baby
entered this world
with presents of love,
joy and peace.

May we accept these
presents this
Christmas and forever
more.

Happy Birthday
Jesus!
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