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A YEAR OF EXPECTATION  
 

With a new year dawning we begin to plan in Prestwick South many 
different Services and Events to ensure that our Church is active and 
truly promoting the Christian Faith. In addition, there is also the 
continuous responsibility of planning to maintain and upgrade our 
buildings which, considering the age of Prestwick South, is a very 
challenging task. 
 
Yet, we have to be forward thinking and ensure that our buildings are 
equipped for the needs of the 21st century. I am, therefore, hopeful that 
2010 will be the start of many exciting projects within our Church. For 
example, it is the intention that over the next 18 months the following 
will be achieved: 
 

·  Installation of PowerPoint. 
·  ‘Re-development’ Plans Completed. 
·  Upgrading of Church Lights. 
·  New Heating System for Session House  

and surrounding area. 
·  Remedial work to the Church Steeple. 

 
The above projects combine maintaining our property while also 
seeking to go forward into the 21st century.  
 
Naturally we don’t have unlimited financial reserves within Prestwick 
South and we have to budget very carefully from year to year. Yet, our 
current ambitious plans reflect a Congregation that are committed and 
supportive of ensuring Prestwick South remains a beacon of faith in 
the heart of our town. 
 
Thank you for that commitment and support and let us pray that our 
plans for 2010 are fulfilled. 

�����������	

�����
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THE FOLLOWING LETTER OF THANKS 
IS  FROM  OUR PRESTWICK  FRIENDS 

 
 

Dear Reverend Elliott 
 
Warm thanks from Prestwick 
Friends for all the support and 
contributions to our recent 
Christmas Lunch. 
 
We raised £1,210.85 for the 
Ayrshire Hospice with no 
deductions (the committee 
members donate everything) 
 
We send our Best Wishes for 2010 to you all. 
 
Regards, 


�������
��  (Convener) 

�
----------------------------------------- 

�
���������	�
� �
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Hectic Life! Fed up with the endless ironing piles? 
Want one thing less to worry about? Let us help you! 
ALL CLOTHES, CURTAINS &  BEDDING PROFESSIONALLY 

PRESSED TO A  HIGH STANDARD. 
 

Free pick up and delivery 24hour turnaround. 
Call 01292 670566 or 07510548800 anytime. 

����	�
�
���
	���  
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AFTERNOON COMMUNION  
 

 
KIRK SESSION 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 
Members of the congregation will 
recall that before Christmas I 
wrote in the newsletter that the 
Kirk Session intended to look into 
the sustainability of the afternoon 
table of Communion, given the 
low numbers that actually attended 
the service. 
 
The Kirk Session met on Monday 18th January to discuss this 
matter and elders had the opportunity to report on what members 
of their district had said about the matter when homes were 
visited prior to the December Communion. Essentially, there was 
no significant resistance to the proposal. 
 
However, following a wide ranging discussion, the Kirk Session 
agreed that afternoon Communion should continue to be offered 
but only twice a year, in March and October, and that the 
situation would be reviewed again in December.   
 
It would be the hope of elders that members of the congregation, 
who traditionally attend the afternoon table, would avail 
themselves of the morning service in June and December. 
 

�
����������
(Session Clerk) 
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ELDERS DUTIES FOR COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 7th MARCH 2010 
 
 

COMMUNION TABLE  
 

���	
���������

������
 

MORNING  TABLE  
 
 
South 1 ����������  North 1 ���	�������
South 2 �������
��  North 2 
��������
South 3 ���� 
!"
��  North 3 �����!
���
South 4 ���	������  North 4 ���#��$�
South 5 ����
""�  North 5 %��	�& ��"�
South 6 
����'��"�  North 6 (����'��"�

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AFTERNOON TABLE  

 
 
South 1 ������%����  North 1 	���
''
�
South 2 	��)��' �!�  North 2 ��& ���	��$�*��
South 3 ������"
��  North 3 ���	������
South 4 %��	�����  North 4 ��������"����
South 5 ����
 �"
��  North 5 +��	�%����
South 6 ����	��$�*�  North 6 ���,���
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VISITS TO ORGANISATIONS  
 

THE CHOIR 
 

As one of our designated elder duties, Frank McQuade and I visited the 
Choir.  They hold their practices on a Wednesday evening in the 
Session House and are ably led by our organist, David Ferguson. 
 
There were 18 present:  10 ladies and 8 men.  It is obvious that they 
thoroughly enjoy their time together.  Not only do they go through the 
forthcoming hymns, but also practice the anthems which we all 
thoroughly enjoy as part of our service. 
 
A Church needs its Choir and we are very privileged to have such a 
dedicated group of people helping to lead us in our worship on a 
Sunday morning. 
 


�������
���������������������
 

 

THE BROWNIES 
 
We visited the Brownies on Monday 9th November.  The Girls were 
very busy learning life-saving techniques.  Shona, the leader, told us 
that the Pack was doing very well.  Numbers were up to 24 plus girls.  
This was due to Packs in other churches closing.  However, there is 
obviously still a need for Brownies and our Pack is benefiting.     
 
The girls are happy and enjoy all the varied activities they do each 
week. We hope the Brownies will continue to do well and under the 
leadership of Shona, there seems no reason why they should not. 
 


����������������������
�������
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4th  PRESTWICK   
BOYS’ BRIGADE 

 

����
 

 ������������������������������������������������������������������������� ��������������� ����������������������������
 
 
 
The 4th Prestwick Junior and Company Section are now sadly 
scheduled to close on Thursday 29th April, unless new leaders come 
forward.  
 
It was on the 3rd September 1992 that I started the 4th Prestwick Boys 
Brigade. The purpose was to ensure that, within Prestwick South, we 
had a youth organisation that catered for the needs of boys. My 
intention was merely to start the Company and hand over the 
leadership mantle to someone else.   
 
Now, over seventeen years later, I feel that the time has come to step 
down. Over the years I have been ably assisted by other leaders, 
including Andy Laughland and Jim Meike who have given many years 
loyal service to the 4th Prestwick. Both Andy and Jim have now 
indicated that they would also like to step down as leaders, at the end 
of April. 
 
The reality is that, unless new leaders and volunteers come forward, 
the 4th Prestwick Junior and Company Section will cease to exist after 
April 2010. 
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Ticket includes THREE Course Meal 

followed by Tea or Coffee 

If you know of anyone that would be willing to come forward and help 
with this organisation please contact myself as soon as possible. 
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BIGGART HOSPITAL  
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163 Main Street,                                                      Telephone: 01292 478487  
 Prestwick.                                                                 Fax:            01292 671386 
 

We pride ourselves in offering advice on a wide range of legal matters. 
Below is a list of the main services we provide. We can assist you with  

just about any legal matter which arises and should you wish any 
further information please feel free to contact us.   

 
CONVEYANCING 

WILLS AND ESTATES 
MATRIMONIAL AND FAMILY LAW  

ACCIDENT CLAIMS 
COURT 

EMPLOYMENT LAW  
CORPORATE  COMMERCIAL  

 
www.lawsonrussell.co.uk 
mail@lawrussell.co.uk. 

 

 �����
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The Biggart Hospital Escort Service is each 
Wednesday afternoon in March. 
 
Please meet in the Reception area at 1.40pm.  

 
 

PRESTWICK SOUTH PARISH CHURCH  
GOLF CRONIES 

GOLF OUTING AND CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
OR 

PEOPLE’S CHAMPION  
 

 
You find yourself wondering about the 
heading? All will be revealed as we 
progress!!   A very likeable person.  
 
Initially eight stalwarts assembled at Troon, 
Fullerton on the 1st December 2009 and the 
same stalwarts completed the eighteen holes 
– all greens were temporary and there were 
‘no gimmies’. The day was bitter cold and 
the chill factor did not help but undaunted 
we all carried on. 
 
The person in question was in the first group. The three others in the 
group were subjected to, your drives much better than mine, that was a 
terrific second shot, take your time with the putt, oooh that should have 
been in, and so it continued throughout the round complimentary but 
psychologically draining. I have decided that he can bring his own 
sweets, he’ll never get another from me and when I think about it I 
always told him to take two!! His Jokes are terrible but you’ve got to 
laugh. 
 
Eventually we reached the final hole and we all said to him in the nicest 
possible manner that if took less than eight strokes he would win. ‘No 
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no’, he said, ‘I’ve had a rubbish round and once the handicaps kick in 
one of you will have won’ did he really believe what he has saying? He, 
however, only took three strokes by the way. On leaving the hotel after 
lunch he actually said to me, see I told you ‘you were close’, not close 
enough - nice person. Hopefully, he will keep the boiler going for the 
vestry. 
 
There is another thing, he actually gets chauffeur driven by Ralph 
Beall. Ralph picks him up takes him to the golf and then takes him 
home, and provides the classical musical accompaniment. He’s very 
appreciative – nice person, jokes are awful and he always has another 
one. The ladies in the church always have a kind word about him – he 
is very attentive in many ways. 
 

Any way on to the Christmas Lunch venue, the Carrick Lodge. Bob 
Bell made all the arrangements, we only had to turn up. After Bob had 
distributed packets containing the sweets, I’m sure Helen would have 
had a hand in this, Bob welcomed everyone, the golfers, working party 
and of course Diane, hopefully her presence would subdue Ralph but 
no, Ralph is just Ralph. Iain Ronald got a lift so he didn’t have to use 
his relatively new electrical vehicle and Neil Hannah was also there 
now more or less fully recovered from his hip operation. He was there, 
have you had a guess to who it might be? Final clue, He is Kenneth’s 
BOSS. 
 

After the meal came the distribution of the prizes. Well, well, surprise, 
surprise, who would have thought that it would be Willie Main, our 
church officer, such a quiet, unassuming, very attentive person who 
won the first prize, his jokes are still awful. The others by the way all 
received something – just for turning up. There was some comment 
from the second group regarding the first three places coming from the 
first group. Were there really ‘no gimmies’? Would we cheat – never? 
 
Alec Miller is to be congratulated for attending to the financial 
arrangements, wrapping and distribution of prizes with the help of Bob, 
no doubt Maureen also had a hand with the wrapping, every thing was 
coordinated. Oh yes, Willie also received a special prize, to keep, a 
hand painted ‘Teddy’ the work of Sandra Wallace. Sandra you’ve done 
it once – I wouldn’t be surprised if it might be expected again next year, 
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or did you have a premonition that the participant with the awful jokes 
would win and this was a one off!!! 
 
It was light when we arrived but dark when we left. We all left very 
contented after enjoying a few hours of banter and never an awful joke. 
Well done ‘William’….I might even give you a sweetie next time. 

 
���� �
!�"���������

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Boys and Girls, 
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I hope you are keeping warm and safe. The weather in recent weeks has 
been so cold and even dangerous.  

Yet, hopefully we 
can now start to 
look towards 
Spring, my 
favourite time of 
the year. 
 
Normally, during 
the immediate 
weeks ahead we 
also look at the life 
of Jesus. We are 
reminded of the 
kindness and 
compassion that 
Jesus always 
showed to others. 
 
Remember, for 
example, how 
Jesus healed a man 
with Leprosy. 
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MURRAY WON’T SIN FOR SAINTS  
 
Scotland forward Euan Murray has spoken for the first time about his 
decision not to play rugby on Sundays, and revealed in an interview 
with the Sunday Times he has had a clause that exempts him from 
turning out on the Sabbath written into his new contract at Northampton 
Saints. 
 

The 28-cap international, who signed a three-year extension to his deal 
at Franklin’s Gardens back in March, confirmed his wish not to work 
on Sundays had formed a key part of negotiations. 
 
Murray, who will sit out Scotland’s opening Six Nations match against 
France on Sunday February 7th and, potentially, several big games at 
the next World Cup, insists his Christian faith is paramount. 
 

“The most important thing in my life will always be serving Christ, 
and there are 10 commandments, not nine,” he said.  “The 
commandment is to remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.  I believe 
the bible is the word of God, so who am I to just ignore something 
from it?  I might as well tear out that page, then keep tearing out 
pages as and when it suits me.”  Murray, one of the best tight-head 
props in the world, makes the remarks in what he says will be his last 
interview with a Sunday newspaper. 
 

Murray says playing on Sundays had “become impossible to enjoy” 
and that he had come to a point where he “couldn’t do it any longer” 
because doing so was going against his conscience. 
 

������������������
 
 

MURRAY WORTHY OF PRAISE 
 

Cynicism and ridicule are the cheapest forms of currency for a 
columnist, so I wish to avoid knocking Euan Murray, the Scottish rugby 
player, for his decision to refuse to play on a Sunday on the grounds of 
his Christian faith.  On the contrary, Murray is to be lauded for his 
stance. 
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The so-called “Sabbath rule”  is much mocked in modern Scotland but 
there is a lot to be said for it.  And if Murray who believes that his 
rediscovery of faith has enhanced his life and rugby career, feels he 
wants to orient a Sunday around church life, then why shouldn’t he? 
I speak here from personal experience.  If I had my way, my Sundays 
would be spent around my own church, though more often than not, 
professional demands decree otherwise.  So instead, I’m out cussing 
and blinding with the rest of the troops at some football stadium.  I 
know which type of Sunday would be better for me. 
 

 ��������������
(Journalist) 
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APPROVED ELECTRICIAN 
All Jobbing Electrical Work 

Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
 

 

01292 478 045 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE MONTH OF  

FEBRUARY 2010 
 
DAY                                         PROVERBS 
Monday  1st    3:21-35 
      PSALMS 
Tuesday   2nd   18:7-15 
Wednesday  3rd   18:16-24 
Thursday  4th   18:25-36 
     PROVERBS 
Friday   5th   4:1-9 
     PSALMS 
Saturday  6th   18:37-42 
Sunday   7th   18:43-50 
Monday  8th   19:1-6 
     PROVERBS 
Tuesday  9th   4:10-19 
     PSALMS 
Wednesday  10th   19:7-14 
Thursday  11th   20:1-9 
Friday   12th   21:1-7 
     PROVERBS 
Saturday  13th   4:20-27 
     PSALMS 
Sunday   14th   21:8-13 
Monday  15th  22:1-11 
Tuesday  16th   22:12-21 
     PROVERBS 
Wednesday  17th   5:1-14 
     PSALMS 
Thursday  18th   22:22-31 
Friday   19th   23:1-6 
Saturday  20th   24:1-10 
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     PROVERBS 
Sunday   21st    5:15-23 
     PSALMS 
Monday  22nd     25:1-7 
Tuesday  23rd    25:8-15 
     PSALMS 
Wednesday  24th     25:16-22 
     PROVERBS 
Thursday  25th    6:1-11 
     PSALMS 
Friday   26th   26:1-12 
Saturday  27th   27:1-6 
Sunday   28th   27:7-14 
  

READING THE BIBLE 
 

I am profitably engaged in reading the Bible. Take all of this Book 
upon reason that you can, and the balance by faith, and you will live 
and die a better man. 

�#������$����
��

�

�
���������	�
� �
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GALILEE  

 
"Jesus spent most of his life, and his years of public ministry, in 
Galilee. Many of his best-known miracles, such as the feeding of 
the 5,000 and the changing of water into wine, took place in this 
region. 
�
GALILEE was the northernmost region of Palestine in Jesus' 
time. He grew up here in the town of Nazareth before moving to 
Capernaum on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee for his 
public ministry. 
 
Josephus, the Jewish historian who became governor of the 
region in 66CE, records 204 villages and towns in Galilee, 
making it a densely populated area. He also remarks on the 
richness of the soil and that most people lived in villages and 
worked the land. Jesus is never recorded as going into Galilean 

.%*$&�(#"�
 

PICTURE FRAMING AND CRAFT SHOP 
Creative Framing from Needlework to Decoupage, Photos to Sports Shirts. 

You Name It We Frame It! 
Extensive Range of Mouldings…Mounts cut while you wait…Free Estimates 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO CREATE A MASTERPIECE 
You are welcome to browse our Craft Shop/Gallery for ideas and inspiration. 
We stock a wide range of Art & Craft materials including Canvas, Decoupage 
Prints and Tools, Card Making supplies, Needlework materials and threads. 

 
We run CRAFT WORKSHOPS Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 

Cost £6.00 for 2 hours (refreshments provided) 
Come along, have fun and make new friends. 

70/72 Waterloo Road 
Prestwick (2 mins from Aldi) 

Tel: Eileen on 
01292 479225 
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cities: until he goes to Jerusalem, all his teaching is in a rural 
setting. Many of his parables, such as that of the Sower, or the 
Lost Sheep, are set in this rural environment, enabling his 
teaching to be accessible to his listeners. 
 
Fishing on the Sea of Galilee was a vital source of employment 
for many - Jesus' disciples, Peter, James, and John, all worked as 
fishermen before meeting Jesus. The Gospels portray a lake 
capable of producing terrifying storms (Luke 8:22-25) and 
abundant provision through an outsize catch of fish (John 21). 

 
UNDER ROMAN RULE 
At the time of Jesus, Galilee was governed by Herod Antipas, 
who ruled from 4BCE to 39CE. Herod's main city was that of 
Sepphoris, 5 kilometres (3 miles) north of Nazareth, though he 
later moved to Tiberias, a town he started to build in 19CE on the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee. 
Towns such as Sepphoris and Tiberias would have had a strong 
Greek influence, but to Jews in Galilee living outside the cities 
their own Jewish culture was more important. Although they 
were physically cut off from Judea by Samaria, the Galilean Jews 
continued to travel to Jerusalem for the pilgrimage at Passover 
(Luke 2:41-52). There were many synagogues throughout the 
region, and the Pharisees who lived in the area would have been 
meticulous in their observance of the Torah and written 
traditions. 
 
THE POST-BIBLICAL ERA 
In post-biblical times, Galilee remained a Jewish stronghold and 
many Jews fled Judea to Galilee after the Second Jewish Revolt 
failed in 135CE. The academy of Jamnia, where prominent rabbis 
gathered, moved to near Haifa and many important Jewish texts, 
such as the Palestinian Talmud, were produced there. A Christian 
presence continued in Galilee until its sixth-century CE conquest 
by Arabs, but despite Jesus' ministry there, it has been less 
significant to Christians than Jerusalem. 
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GALILEE IN THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES 
According to the book of Joshua, this region was divided up 
among five tribes of Israel. Many of the original occupants 
continued to live there. The prophet Isaiah referred to it as 
“Galilee of the nations” (Isa. 9:1), many years before much of the 
Northern Kingdom and most of its inhabitants were taken into 
exile.  The countryside through Galilee also inspired many of 
Israel’s poets and prophets, the mountains of Hermon and Tabor 
praise God in Psalm 89:12, while Mount Carmel in the west of 
Galilee, near the Mediterranean, and the area of Bashan join in 
the mourning after the conquest of the invading Assyrians 
described in Isaiah 33:9. Mount Carmel was a scene of 
confrontation between Elijah and the prophets of Baal, recorded 
in I Kings 18. 

 
 

 
CHURCH COLLECTIONS 

22nd November 2009 - 17th January 2010 
 

 
 

FWO ORD TOTAL  
 

22 Nov 246.15 36.50 282.65 

29 Nov 206.90 46.90 253.80 

December 1331.52 291.41 1622.93 

10 Jan 166.00 27.50 193.50 

    17 Jan 307.10 121.12 428.22 

 
     Total 

 
2455.87 

 
538.43 

 
2994.30 

 
S.O / G.A.      7836.00 
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�
TOTAL      10830.30 
Total Same Period 2008/2009    12086.67 
 
Deficit in 2009/2010     1256.37 
 
% Deficit in 2009/2010     10% 
     

 
 

WATCHNIGHT  COLLECTION  
 
Approximately £309 was raised from the Watchnight Service. 
This has already been forwarded to Alison Currie in Uganda. 
 
A further £147 was raised at the Christmas Praise night which 
was held on the 13th December.  
 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 

Dear Rev. Elliott,  
 
I was researching my family history 
online when I came across the website 
for Prestwick South Parish Church. One 
of my ancestors, Rev. Robert A.C. 
MacMillan, was the Minister of 
Prestwick South from 1909 to 1911. I 
was delighted and excited to discover a 
great photo of him on your website.  
 
I was wondering if there is a way to get a copy of this photo and any 
other photos that your archives may have of Robert? And also any 
information you may have about him and the family whom resided in 
the manse, including Robert's mother, Sarah (Boyd) MacMillan. I 
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believe that she died while the family was still residing in the manse 
and may possibly be buried in the cemetery for Prestwick South Parish 
Church. 
  
Any information or assistance that you can provide would be very 
greatly appreciated. 
  
Yours in honouring past lives,  
 

 ������������
�� , Surrey, BC, Canada. 
 

�
���������	�
� �

�
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����
DEATH  
 
18th January - Mrs Graham Steedman, 14 Grangemuir Court. 
 

PARISH  REGISTER  
 

��  

��������	
���������
����
ELECTRICAL  ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS 

26 Wellington Square. 
AYR KA7 1HH 
TEL: 01292 – 267243 
FAX: 01292 - 611085 
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SPECIAL  BIRTHDAY  
CONGRATULATIONS 

 
On the 10th January, Mary Hogg, 

9 Bridge Street, celebrated a very special birthday. 
 

Special congratulations to May 
from everyone at Prestwick South. 

 

SPECIAL  BIRTHDAY  
CONGRATULATIONS 

 
On the 16th January, Bob Bell, 

119 St. Quivox Road, celebrated a very special birthday. 
 

Special congratulations to 
from everyone at Prestwick South. 

 

BAPTISM  
 
17th January - Lewis Peter Guthrie Glover, 35 Midton Road. 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 
Mrs Nessie Simpson, 28 Grangemuir Court Prestwick 
   to Glenfairn Nursing Home, 28 Racecourse Road, Ayr.  
 
   
SPECIAL  BIRTHDAY  CONGRATULATIONS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL  COMMUNION  ROLL 
STATISTICS  2009 

 

MEMBERSHIP  AS  OF  31st  DECEMBER  2008  343 
 
 ADD 
 Admitted by Certificate    1 
 By Restoration     3 
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 By Profession     4 
   
  TOTAL  ADDITION            8 
 
 DEDUCT 
 Removed  by  Death              12 
 Removed by Certificate    0 
 Removed  To Supplementary Roll    8 
    
  TOTAL  DEDUCTION  20   
 
  NET  DECREASE   12 
  

MEMBERSHIP  AS  OF  31st  DECEMBER  2009  331 
�
�

���������	�
� �
 

�
�
�

MINISTER:  �$51��$**$"���1��//%�"" �
67��"1�8�%5�9���(+1�
�

TEL:  478788 

SESSION 
CLERK:  

�/(*��1���%� �
:7�������(+1�
�

TEL:  476883 
 

CLERK  TO  �(/&�/;�.�,,� � TEL:  470026 

�����������������M . L . Williams Ltd. 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

1(B) FALKLAND PARK ROAD 
AYR KA8 8LL 

*     *     * 
PRIVATELY OWNED FAMILY FIRM SERVING AYR, PRESTWICK 

AND SURROUNDING DISTRICTS  
OFFERING A  COMPLETE 24 HOUR SERVICE – 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

(01292)  262277 
*      *     * 

PRE-ARRANGED FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE  
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THE  BOARD:  ��
��+/(*+��"�$$"1�
�

TREASURER: .�(*'��&8�(+$ �
<���*"$���"�$$"1�
�

TEL:  475632 

GIFT  AID 
CONVENER: 

�%/$$*��$/#$��
=:��(�&�)��*��5$*�$1 �
�

TEL:  678429 

CHURCH 
SECRETARY & 
HALL  LETTING  
CONVENER: 
 

����"����&��$� �*�
����&��>$ "��1�
�

TEL:  678556 

ROLL  
KEEPER: 

�//(*��$�� �
3���&��(*$��/(&$1�
�

TEL:  479960 

PROPERTY  
CONVENER: 
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TEL:  477163 

ORGANIST  AND 
CHOIRMASTER:  
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TEL:  268992 

 �  
SAFEGUARDING 
COORDINATOR: 
 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENT: 
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TEL:  475239 
 
 
TEL:  477738 

CHURCH  
OFFICER: 
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TEL:  286224 

 
All items for our MARCH NEWSLETTER  should be submitted by 
the conclusion of the Morning Service on Sunday the 21st February 2010. 


