
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

������ �
��	��

�

 ������
���� � ��
�� �

SCOTTISH  CHARITY  
NUMBER:  SC007403 
 



 1 

  
 

  
SHOCK AND DISBELIEF ! 

 
With our celebrations of Easter we rejoice in the greatest miracle the 
world has ever known. Yet to some people Easter represents the 
impossible, for dead people don’t rise from the grave! Do they? 
 
The disciple Thomas initially shared such a view and in a sense who 
could blame him. However, Thomas didn’t totally dismiss the 
Resurrection and return home, instead he stayed in Jerusalem and 
sought proof. Thereafter, Thomas ensured that for the rest of his life he 
proclaimed Christ as the Risen Saviour.  
 
Indeed, Church tradition tells us that Thomas preached in ancient 
Babylon, near the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, where Iraq is today. He 
travelled to Persia, present-day Iran, and continued to win disciples to 
the Christian faith. Then he sailed south to Malabar on the west coast of 
India in 52 AD where he preached and established churches. When the 
Portuguese land in India in the early 1600s, they found a group of 
Christians there -- the Mar Thoma Church established through Thomas 
preaching a millennium and a half before.  
 
Finally, Thomas travelled to the east coast of India, preaching 
relentlessly. He was killed near Mylapore about 72 AD, near present-
day Madras. Tradition tells us that he was thrown into a pit and then 
pierced through with a spear. 
 
I believe that there is something reassuring in the story of Thomas. For 
when certain events happen in our lives that cause despair and sorrow it 
can be so tempting for us abandon our beliefs. Yet, we should never 
forget that Thomas never abandoned his beliefs, he merely sought to 
ask questions that ensured he emerged with even great conviction and 
faith.   
 
May God’s Blessing be with us this Easter. 
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The South Church Annual General Meeting and 
Fellowship Meal was held in the Hall on Wednesday, 
10th March 2010.   
 
The Chairman, Rev. K.C. Elliott, welcomed everyone to the meal and 
then said Grace. Approximately seventy five people sat down to the 
meal which consisted of  

 

Carrot and Coriander Soup 

oo~OO~oo 

Chicken & Bacon in a White Sauce 

Served with Seasonal Vegetables and Potatoes  

oo~OO~oo 

Lemon Tart or Chocolate Gateau 

oo~OO~oo 

Tea or Coffee with mints. 

 

After the Meal approximately another three members of the Church 
joined the gathered company. The Annual General Business Meeting 
was then constituted by the singing of the Hymn, ‘Lord Of Creation’, 
followed by a Prayer.  
 
M INUTES FROM 11TH  MARCH  2009      
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The Minutes of the meeting 11th March 2009 were then approved. 
Following the approval of last year’s minutes the Chairman then 
addressed the meeting. 
 
CHAIRMAN ’S REMARK  - Rev Kenneth C. Elliott 
 
Bob Hill and his new wife Betty were on holiday in Romania as it 
happens, near Transylvania. They were driving in a rental car along a 
rather deserted highway.  It was late and raining very hard. Bob could 
barely see the road in front of the car. Suddenly the car skidded out of 
control!  Bob attempted to control the car, but to no avail! The car 
swerved and smashed into a tree. Moments later, Bob shook his head to 
clear the fog.  
 
Dazed, he looks over at the passenger seat and saw his wife 
unconscious, with her head bleeding!  Despite the rain and unfamiliar 
countryside, Bob knew he had to get her medical assistance Bob 
carefully picked his wife up and began trudging down the road. After a 
short while, he saw a light. He headed towards the light, which was 
coming from a large, old house. He approached the door and knocked.  
A minute passed. A small, hunched man opens the door.  
 
Bob immediately blurted, "Hello, my name is Bob Hill , and this is my 
wife Betty. We've been in a terrible accident, and my wife has been 
seriously hurt.  Can I please use your phone?" "I'm sorry,"  replied 
the hunchback, "but we don't have a phone. My master is a doctor; 
come in and I will get him!"  
 
Bob brought his wife in. An older man came down the stairs. "I'm 
afraid my assistant may have misled you. I am not a medical doctor; I 
am a scientist. However, it is many miles to the nearest clinic, and I 
have had a basic medical training. I will see what I can do.  Igor, 
take them down to the laboratory" With that, Igor picked up Betty and 
carried her downstairs, with Bob following closely.   
Igor placed Betty on a table in the lab. Bob then collapsed from 
exhaustion and his own injuries, so Igor placed Bob on an adjoining 
table.  
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After a brief examination, Igor's master looked worried. "Things are 
serious, Igor. Prepare a transfusion."  Igor and his master worked 
feverishly, but to no avail. Bob and Betty Hill were no more. The Hills' 
deaths upset Igor 's master greatly. Wearily, he climbed the steps to his 
conservatory, which housed his grand piano. For it is here that he has 
always found solace.  He began to play, and a stirring, almost haunting 
melody filled the house.  
 
Meanwhile, Igor was still in the lab tidying up. His eyes caught 
movement, and he noticed the fingers on Betty's hand twitching, 
keeping time to the haunting piano music.  Stunned, he watched as 
Bob's arm began to rise, marking the beat!  He was further amazed as 
Betty and Bob both sit up straight!  
 
Unable to contain himself, he dashed up the stairs to the conservatory. 
He burst in and shouted to his master......: 
"Master, Master! ..... The Hills are alive with the sound of music!" 
 
Within the Church today we are entrusted with keeping the Christian 
Faith alive to the sound of music, to the words of Jesus and generally 
the way we live our lives. It is therefore a shared responsibility with 
great challenges and high stakes. And it is only right that periodically 
we reflect on the immediate past and then look to the future. 
 
Last year at the AGM I spoke about my own impatience within the 
Church as we tried to progress. And while we perhaps have not 
progressed as fast as I would have wished in the last year the signs are 
encouraging. 
 
Indeed, I have to say that up until the end of November I was not really 
relishing appearing before you at the AGM. The reason being that with 
regards to all the talk about Redevelopment, what was there to say?  
And then that all changed on the 30th November at one of the most 
extraordinary meetings I have ever attended.  
Back in March last year a guest speaker had been invited to address 
Presbytery – her name was Mr Lesley Hamilton Messer. Lesley is the 
Regional Development Officer for South West of Scotland for the 
Church. Her role is to liaise with Congregations and see how they could 
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use their premises and talents to attract new members, and integrate the 
Church better with the Community. 
 
Lesley spoke that night about the challenges faced by the Church, that 
we had to break down barriers and make our Churches more available 
and welcoming to people with no current religious affiliations. What 
she said, and the way she said it, struck a chord. 
 
Thereafter I invited Lesley to come to Prestwick South during the 
summer and have a look at our location and our buildings. She was 
greatly impressed by our location and what we had to offer. I then met 
with Lesley again at her office in Glasgow in the autumn, and it was 
decided that the best option would be for her to address a joint meeting 
of Board and Session. 
 
The date of the meeting was set for Monday 30th November. Ironically 
just a few days before that meeting the tree in front of the Church Hall 
fell down. Surely that wasn’t a sign of the things to come? 
 
The night of the meeting arrived. There was no hidden agenda. Lesley 
would simply speak about her thoughts, invite questions and we would 
simply see what happened. I think it’s fair to say that all Officer 
Bearers that night, irrespective of any preconceived ideas they had, 
were greatly impressed by Lesley’s input and enthusiasm. 
 
As a result, and quite unexpectedly as the meeting came to a close, a 
motion was tabled by our Session Clerk that we cease to just talk about 
future of our Church, but now earnestly plan to develop our premises in 
line with some of the ideas that Lesley had spoken about. It was then 
put to a vote and unanimously, it was agreed by all Office bearers that 
we would now embark on having plans drawn up for the development 
of a Coffee Shop and Christian Book Shop in the front of the Church 
Hall.  
 
I must confess to my delight it was not the conclusion to the meeting 
that I had anticipated. Lesley had achieved more in 90 minutes of 
talking than I had over the course of quite a number of years.  
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It perhaps shows that, at times, we all must be willing to accept a fresh 
approach. 
 
Well, we’re still along way from any major building project, but at least 
the red light has changed colour and the Architects have been given the 
green light to proceed. 
 
With regards to other changes, Power Point will shortly arrive in 
Prestwick South. Again it’s been slow. Approval was required from the 
Church of Scotland through the Committee on Art and Architecture. 
Sometimes the Church of Scotland can be criticised for their  
involvement with Congregations over changes to Buildings. But I truly 
believe we need a central body to ensure our heritage is preserved in a 
tasteful way, while allowing for the implementation of new ideas. The 
representatives from the Committee on Art and Architecture were 
indeed so helpful with recommendations that made a great deal of 
sense. All going well, Power Point will be installed during the month of 
May and special Service of Celebration will take place to 
commemorate the event. 
 
With regards to other areas, the Property Committee are currently 
involved with examining options regarding the heating in back area of 
the Church and of course Church lighting.  
 
The problem, however, is that often when you embark on one project it 
affects other aspects, which can drastically raise the cost. For example, 
as soon as you start to look at the lighting of the Church, then the 
electrics come into play. However, the Property Committee are 
currently negotiating with contractors about the way ahead and will 
report to the Congregational Board in due course.  
 
Yet, the ability to engage in such work is only possible when there are  
sufficient financial reserves. And hopefully as Frank will point out, we 
are keeping our heads above water. 
 
Indeed, for 2010 the Congregational Board have budgeted for 
expenditure of approximately £25,000 on some of the projects mention. 
Now that is only a budgeted figure, and is not set in tablets of stone, 
because you can never tell what is around the corner. And although 



 8 

£25,000 may seem a lot of money, when you take into account the size 
and age of our buildings then it’s not a huge amount of money. 
However, the Property Committee are trying their best to remain within 
the financial constraints. Which is very difficult! 
 
Indeed, this is proof, if we needed it, that within this Church we require 
to take seriously our Stewardship. And that requires not just keeping 
our heads above the water, but where possible, planning for additional 
expenditure. Since 1998 we have ensured that our finances have been 
strong and this has enabled us to achieve many things, but yet again we 
can’t live in the past we require to always look to the future. 
 
And thankfully after three successful campaigns we look towards our 
fourth, a year from now. To some people that will only signal the need 
to moan that the Church is always after money, but such campaigns are 
not just about money, they are about taking our vows of Church 
membership seriously and reaffirming our faith. 
 
Therefore the Campaign should be looked upon not just from a 
financial point of view, but as a celebration of our faith where we can 
come together as a Congregation and plan a night of fun and 
fellowship. And all going well, it will also I hope enable you to have a 
look at the new Belmont Academy in Ayr which has kindly played host 
as the venue for the main night of the Campaign. 
 
Of course while faith, finances, stewardship and property are important 
in the life of the Church, there are other important areas. 
 
And although perhaps not appropriate for a Business meeting as such I 
would like to highlight the social side of our Church. Last year for 
example, I thoroughly enjoyed taking a party to Krakow in Poland. It 
was perhaps one of the most rewarding trips that I have made with a 
Church group. We saw so much and brought back many lasting 
memories. 
 
My immediate plans are to return to Iona for a long weekend in 
2011and then perhaps seek to visit another European destination in 
2012. 
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The Social Committee, after having a short break, will also be getting 
together in the near future to plan some activities and events. The 2011 
Burns Supper has already been booked. 
 
I say all this to highlight in some respects that although I may have 
taken on extra responsibility in recent months, Prestwick South still 
naturally remains my priority and always will as long as I’m the 
Minister here. I find it strange that within the Church how we 
sometimes end up in positions of responsibility that only few years ago 
we would never have envisaged. That’s certain the case with regards to 
the office of Presbytery Clerk. Two years ago I would have said that 
such a position would never interest me. And yet God works in 
mysteries ways.  
 
But I would also like to highlight that my appointment as Presbytery 
Clerk is a strong reflection not so much on my ministry, but the high 
standing that Prestwick South has within this area. For irrespective of 
the strength of my character, such an appointment would not have been 
possible without a Congregation and a Church that were recognised for 
their commitment and loyalty. And for that I thank you. 
 
As I said a few weeks ago in Church, as Ministers, we have a duty 
through our Ordination Vows, not just to the Church where we 
minister, but to the work of the Church locally at Presbytery level and 
nationally. 
 

I would also hope that the fact that the Presbytery Office is now located 
at Prestwick South raises the profile of our Church with an Office that 
is now open three times a week and is manned by our new Secretary 
Dorothy. Although sadly we said farewell to Alison after a number of 
years with us, Dorothy has brought to the post her own outgoing and 
enthusiastic personality and is already proving to be a great asset. 
 

And so as we reflect overall on the past year it has perhaps been more a 
time of planning and seeking new opportunities, than actually making 
visible and practically changes. But hopefully, as no two years are the 
same, 2010 will prove to be a year of significant change and 
achievement. Certainly the foundations are in place, the visions are 
clearer and the commitment is without question.  And with that in 
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mind, just a brief word of thanks as always. To David our Organist: not 
just for leading our Choir and Hymn singing, but always for the 
wonderful array of music that is played at the beginning of the Service, 
during the Offering and at the end. I also convey my thanks to Brian 
and all members of the Praise Band for providing such a diversity of 
musical worship within the Church. 
 
It’s also appropriate that I thank Willie Main. Yet, my sincere thanks is 
not just to Willie, but also to his wife Sheila for allowing Willie to give 
up so much of his time for the Church,  for I’m know that Willie is at 
Prestwick South on a daily basis. 
 
My thanks also to those industrious groups that in this time of planning 
have ensured that those parts of our premises that don’t require major 
renovation and development are upgraded and maintained. I refer to the 
Working Party and the Garden Squad who do such a great job. 
 
To all Committees – the Flower Committee that enhance our Church 
Sunday – to the Magazine Committee who print and produce our 
Newsletter – the CD distributors I also extend my thanks. All these 
Committees ensure very importantly that whether it’s Flowers, 
Newsletters or CDs – members of the Congregation including the 
housebound and elderly, are very much a part of the whole life and 
witness of Prestwick South. 
 
A special mention to our Sound Engineer, Andy Mitchell, who each 
Sunday reports to the Vestry. Andy then turns on the CD Recording 
Machine, heads to the Church to check the Microphones and then while 
most people are having Tea or Coffee in the Hall afterwards Andy is 
back in the Vestry finalising the recorded CDs before passing them on 
to the distributers.  
 
May I also mention Arnie Green for all his work regarding the website 
for Prestwick South. Arnie has upgraded the original website, providing 
a wonderful and welcoming source of information for so many people.  
 
To all the Office-bearers: thanks you for your support and especially in 
the last year thanks for the green Light regarding Redevelopment. It 
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was a decision which in many ways was not only about commitment, 
but vision and intent. 
 
To Malcolm, our Clerk to the Board, for all his work with not just the 
Congregation Board, but the other items of his labour which includes 
the weekly Rota at the Church door and the many other duties which he 
often carries out behind the scenes. 
 
And finally to you the members of the Church: thanks as always for 
your support, your loyalty and your commitment to Prestwick South. I 
often think one the greatest encouragement any Minister can have is 
when able bodied members occupy a pew on a Sunday, Tonight you are 
representative of that sense of encouragement. 
 
May we continue to strive together for the Kingdom of Christ on this 
earth facing with unity and courage any challenges that come our way. 
 
And let me leave you at this point with one question. What do an 
aeroplane, a bicycle and the Church have in common? 
If any stop moving forward, you’re in trouble. 
 
Let us keep going forward. Thank you.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE SESSION CLERK BY THE CHA IRMAN  
 
One person I deliberately didn’t mention in my address was my good 
friend Alan Moir, our Session Clerk. 
 
I thought it would be more appropriate to express my thanks to Alan 
while introducing him. For as we know Alan combines his duties as 
Session Clerk with running Belmont Academy - which is no easy task! 
 
From my own point of view, I am fortunate that Alan is the Session 
Clerk. We meet every Sunday Morning in the Vestry, not really in any 
official capacity, but to generally catch up on the week’s events and to 
discuss any relevant maters. 
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But generally it’s just two friends coming together for a chat. That 
friendship with not just Alan, but with his wife Margaret, is something I 
greatly value. 
 
And therefore I’m now delighted once again to hand over to Alan. 
 
 
K IRK SESSION REPORT Mr Alan C. Moir 
 
Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
In my report on the work of the Kirk Session for the period 2009-2010, 
I would want to record the thanks of all my fellow elders for the way 
they have been welcomed into your homes – for all of them, I know 
that engaging with families is one of the pleasures of being a member 
of the Kirk Session. 
 
Over the past year, the Session met regularly and, as well as looking at 
issues remitted to it by Presbytery and the General Assembly, we dealt 
with a number of matters which directly impacted on the congregation.  
One of these was look at our membership and, to give the process its 
formal title, “attesting the Roll”. 
 
In this annual exercise, all congregations in Scotland are expected to be 
involved in as nationally and I am sure that that is reflected locally.  
The Church of Scotland wants to have an accurate picture of who are, 
health and other circumstances permitting, active members of the 
church as identified by worship and witness.  For all Elders, this is a 
difficult exercise as we know of members who, for whatever reason, 
have lapsed in attendance and who, despite encouragement, have failed 
to re-engage with the church and are therefore eligible to be placed on 
the Supplementary Roll.  This matter has been in our minds for the last 
few meetings and, on the instruction of the Session, I will be writing to 
members again, inviting them back to worship and advising them that 
they risk being placed on the Supplementary Roll.  As you can imagine, 
this is never easy but it as a process which has to be responsibly gone 
through so that the attested figures of membership are a real inflection 
of a positive and vibrant Christian community of worshippers. 
This year, another area for review was the future of the afternoon 
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Communion service.  Those of you here this evening with a certain 
length of tooth, will recall when Communion services were 
significantly better supported than they are today; when additional seats 
have to be placed in the aisles, where the afternoon service was well 
attended and when the day coincided with a Thanksgiving Service in 
the evening.  Sadly, these days are gone – the evening service ended a 
number of years ago,  numbers at the morning service are still good but 
that attendance at the afternoon table has significantly diminished – 
there were eighteen members of the congregation in the pews last 
Sunday afternoon.  Naturally, all of us in the Session acknowledge that 
Christ said “that where two or three of you are gathered together…”  
but we would want to say that, in terms of a congregational act of 
worship, the afternoon service had lost a great deal – it had lost out in 
numbers and with this, had resulted in a diminution in the praise and 
the sense of worship and celebration. 
 
Taking all this into account, it was decided to canvas the views of the 
congregation and in the main, members were happy to see the service 
discontinued.  However, mindful of the desire to meet the needs of all 
members, the Session decided to opt for two afternoon tables across the 
year, and to review the situation again in November. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, all of this – the Supplementary Roll and the 
afternoon Communion - would seem to be fairly negative and gloomy.  
However, positives there are in the Re-development Plan as, at a joint 
meeting with the Congregational Board where we were addressed by 
Mrs Lesley Hamilton Messar, the decision was taken to press ahead 
with the Re-development Plan in order to effect better, and more 
relevant, strategies of outreach into the wider community.  As I know I 
have said in previous reports, we have the potential to be a beacon of 
Christian witness and outreach in the centre of the town, to be the 
‘stones and mortar’ equivalent of the burning bush – unextinguished 
and still on fire, and I am sure that the proposals, that are likely to come 
forward, will assist us in securing it.  It will be a challenge – different 
uses of existing accommodation, what will we provide and how will 
this be affected, how will we raise the money that such an initiative will 
involve?   
 
However, we have risen to challenges before – the hall, the organ, the 
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spire – and met them all.  As Franklin Roosevelt said “we have nothing 
to fear but fear itself”.   
 
This was reinforced for me a fortnight ago when we sang Hymn 551 
“In Heavenly Love Abiding” where, in terms of where we want to go 
as a church and congregation , the last verse with a few changes seemed 
particularly appropriate: 
 
 

“Green pastures are before us, 
Which yet we have not seen, 

Bright skies will soon be o’er us, 
Where darkest clouds have been, 
Our hope were cannot measure, 

Our path to life is free 
Our Saviour has our treasure, 

And he will walk with us”. 
 
 
Finally, ladies and gentlemen, can I record my thanks to everyone who 
makes the job of Session Clerk that bit easier – to Margaret and the 
team who help to prepare and dress the church prior to communion, to 
Andy Mitchell for his recording of the service (which means such a lot 
to the housebound), to David and the choir for the lead they provide 
Sunday by Sunday in worship, to Willie Main for all his work as 
Beadle and Church  Officer, to my colleagues on the Session for their 
advice and the time they give over to visiting members and, of course, 
church organisations, to Tom Park for the way he represents us at 
Prestwick Churches Council and, of course, to Bill Elphinstone for the 
tremendous commitment he has made as our Presbytery Elder.  Bill 
demits this post this year however, he is going out in style as he will be 
one of the Presbytery’s Commissioners to the General Assembly and all 
of us are grateful for the high profile he has established for Prestwick 
South Parish Church in this important local Court of the church. 
 
Pen ultimately, ladies and gentlemen, I would like to record my thanks 
to our Minister and Moderator Kenneth, who leads our Session 
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meetings, who leads the congregation and who has the vision to take 
the church forward. 
 
A moment ago I said “pen ultimately” because, after last year’s AGM, 
I realised I had overlooked one person who I believe deserves a huge 
vote of thanks – our minister’s wife.  This role is a crucially important 
one to the overall wellbeing of the congregation – not only in terms of 
the support she provides Kenneth, but in her way that she leads the 
Bible class and engages with all of us as members, and is always the 
same – sunny and enthusiastic.   
 
I believe we are blessed with Fiona as the Manse wife and I would like 
to thank her on behalf of the Session for all that she does. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, that concludes my report. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE FINANCE REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN  
 
Dealing with Finance within the Church can be challenging. That’s why 
it’s important you have a Finance Committee that operates in an 
efficient and competent way. And in Prestwick South that is certainly 
the case. For we have four people on the Finance Committee who work 
to ensure that members can donate to the Church in a variety of 
different ways and that the finances of Prestwick South are always 
sufficient for our means. 
 
Changes also take place. Last year for example Alex Miller stepped 
down as Gift Aid Convener after a numbers of years and we convey our 
thanks to him for carry out the duties in such a responsible and 
conscientious way. 
 
Thankfully Aileen Telfer filled the vacancy, and we are grateful to 
Aileen. In addition we record our thanks to Margaret Moir in charge of  
FWO envelopes and George McLean who has been our Financial 
Campaign Co-ordinator since 1998. 
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And of course there is also our ever present hard-working Treasurer 
Frank McQuade. Frank, in recent years, has dealt not only with the day-
to-day Church finances but the increased workload created by OSCAR. 
 
Therefore, we record to Frank once again our appreciation for all his 
work which is never taken for granted. 
 
 
FINANCE  REPORT  Mr. Frank McQuade 
 
Mr. McQuade reported that 2009 had been a very satisfactory year as 
far as the finances of the Church were concerned. The income from 
members had stood up well, but due to the vagaries of the gift aid 
system, the tax reclaimed had shown a slight decrease. Another source 
of income which had suffered badly was bank interest, which he was 
sure was a subject which had affected the personal finances of many 
members of the congregation. 
 
However, to compensate for these losses the Church had received a 
legacy of five thousand pounds in the will of the late Miss Christine 
Neilson We are grateful to Miss Neilson for this generous gift. In 
addition, we had received two further donations totalling three thousand 
pounds to help us purchase a power point system which we hope to 
install soon. 
 
On the expenditure side, the items he wished to highlight were that over 
six thousand pounds was spent replacing the windows in the hall and 
that over two thousand pounds was spent to purchase a new risograph 
machine for the Church office. 
 
He finished by saying that the finances were in a healthy state but 
informed the members that 2010 would be a very expensive year for the 
Church. due to the necessary expenditure on upgrading the Church 
premises which the congregational board had authorised. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE PROPERTY CONVENER BY THE CHAIRMAN  
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James Yee, as Property Convener, does a great deal of work behind the 
scenes that few people know about: writing letters, meeting contractors, 
inspecting Church property. 
 
James is also assisted by another 6 people who also do their best for the 
property of our Church which can at times, as we have heard tonight, be 
a very slow and frustrating process. However, to James and the 
Committee, we express our thanks. 
 
 
PROPERTY 
 
Mr James Yee agreed to answer any question relating to Property. 
 
Mrs Eva Dougall referred to the poor state of the Church steps, the hall 
outside walls and the crumbling concrete on the back Church hall. 
 
Mrs Maureen Miller asked if blinds were being considered for the 
windows in the Church hall, which would greatly benefit any Slide or 
PowerPoint Presentations. It was suggested the back hall would perhaps 
be a better location for such events. 
 
Mrs Karen McGhie asked about the Church lighting. It was explained 
that this was currently being explored. The difficulty at the moment is 
that possible changes to the lights in the Church would also affect the 
electrics. Contractors had been consulted. 
 
All those matters would be discussed in more depth by the Property 
Committee at their next meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL BOARD ELECTIONS   
(Elected for a period of 3 years) 
 
The following elections were unanimously agreed : 
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From the Kirk Session to the Congregational Board - 
 
Mr Neil Inglis Miss Shona McGill. 
 
From the Congregation to the Congregational Board - 
 
Mrs Gwen Boyd, Mr John Telfer and Mr Bill Wallace. 
 
    
A.O.C.B. 
 
Mr Ralph Beall made reference to the appearance and upkeep of the 
Church premises. It was suggested the Mr Beall speak to the Vice 
Convener of the Property Committee and highlight any concerns that he 
may have. 
 
Mr Brian McGhie acknowledged that last year at the AGM he had 
addressed the topic of Christian Outreach. Mr McGhie explained that 
he was keen to develop a sense of outreach within the community. Mr 
McGhie was thanked for his contribution and the Chairman warmly 
welcomed his enthusiasm and intentions. 
 
 
VOTE OF THANKS  
 
Mr Foggo thanked the Minister for the manner in which he had 
conducted the meeting and asked that all those present also record their 
appreciation.  
 
The meeting finished with the singing of the Hymn ‘Praise My Soul 
The King Of Heaven’, followed by the Benediction. 
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Dear Boys and Girls, 
 
May I wish you a very happy Easter. For me, Easter is greatest 
celebration in the Christian Calendar; the time of year when we 
remember how Jesus defied the odds and rose from the grave.  �

�
�
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Below is a copy of a letter our Session Clerk recei ved 
from Dr David Lewis, Moderator of Ayr Presbytery,  
following the service he took part in on Sunday 14 th 
March. 
 
Dear Alan, 
 
Please convey our sincere thanks to the Minister and members of 
Prestwick South Parish Church for the warm welcome extended to us 
last Sunday. 
 
It was good to witness that your Church is in good heart and to hear of 
your future plans for the introduction of I.T. visuals to enhance your 
worship and the proposed Coffee Shop.  Very interesting and 
challenging times ahead for you all, and we look forward to following 
your progress, and success, with much personal interest. 
 
We were delighted at the number of young people who were present at 
the service and their willingness to participate in dressing up. 
 
Please thanks your social committee for the welcomed hospitality 
following the service and the enjoyable fellowship. 
 
Many thanks also for the unexpected flowers, which are giving us much 
delight, with their fragrances filling the house. 
 
Before leaving, we spent time admiring the Church  Garden which 
offers much solitude and comfort – the cross is very striking and, from 
where we were standing, the 3 background trees immediately captured 
our attention to thoughts of the Easter Season. 
 
It was good to meet you again and we wish you continued success  in 
your role of Session Clerk, as your good work extends throughout the 
local community. 
 
With God’s blessings, 
 
*�����
���-
����$����*�����
���-
����$����*�����
���-
����$����*�����
���-
����$����� ���
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EASTER TIME 

Easter is a time of reflection and joy.  
When we emerge from our cocoon 

of doubt to fly freely 
on the wings of faith. 

����Your  Local 
Electrician  

 

����������������������������������������
APPROVED ELECTRICIAN 

All Jobbing Electrical Work 
Free Estimates 

Competitive Rates 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 
 

01292 478 045 
 

.���
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May you be renewed and strengthened...  
...in the promise of our Lord. 

CONGREGATIONAL BOARD REPORT 
23rd MARCH 2010 

 
The Congregational Board welcomed those elected at the recent AGM 
to serve for a period of 3 years. 
 
The Church had received from South Ayrshire Council an application 
proposal to change 87 Main Street  (Formerly Woolworths)  to form a 
‘Wetherspoons Public House’. After some discussions it was agreed 
to forward representation against the proposals.  
 
PROPERTY: 
 

·  The Board agreed to the installation of a new Heating System 
for the Session House / Vestry / Back Church area. 

·  An update on the Church Lights was presented. The Property 
Committee are very enthusiastic about plans to install a new 
lighting system. This however will have an impact on the 
existing electrics and the Property Committee are currently 
tendering prices from Electrical Contractors. 

·  The Contractors ‘D Walsh Building Contractors’  had visited 
the Church recently to examine the Forecourt. The Property 
Committee are currently waiting on a Report. 

·  The Working Party  will be recommencing shortly and plan to 
examine the Church Wall overlooking the Garden. Some of the 
Concrete requires to be replaced. 

·  It was agreed to carry out some remedial work in front of the 
Church. Since the tree was removed, this area has become very 
unattractive.  

·  The Board agreed to install an Industrial Carpet in the Back 
Hall. 
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·  The Board agreed to discontinue the use of the Pay Phone in 
the Church Hall which is currently located beside the kitchen. 
The Phone is never used but costs the Church £250 per year. 

 
HALL LETTING: 
 

The new Berelands House Care Home had applied to the Church to 
use the Hall in the event of an emergency, such as fire or flooding. The 
Congregational Board agreed to this request. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  
 

The Board next meets on Tuesday 18th May at 7.30pm. 
 

<><><><><><><><> 
 
WOULD ALL ORGANISATIONS PLEASE NOTE 

 
As highlighted in the Congregational Board Report the 
Church Hall Pay Phone is no longer operational. It is 
anticipated that most Organisations will have at least 
one Leader with a Mobile Phone, which can be used in 
the event of an emergency. 

�
ADVERTISEMENTS 

�
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Hectic Life! Fed up with the endless ironing piles? 
Want one thing less to worry about? Let us help you! 
 
ALL CLOTHES , CURTAINS &  BEDDING PROFESSIONALLY 
PRESSED TO A  HIGH STANDARD. 
 

Free pick up and delivery 24hour turnaround. 
Call 01292 670566 or 07510548800 anytime. 

����	�
�
���
	���  
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ELDERS’ ORGANISATIONAL VISITS  
 

 
CHOIR VISIT – 17 th March 
 

As part of the regular programme of elders visiting church 
organisations Jean Dunlop and myself visited the choir at their weekly 
practice on the evening of 17 March. Present on that occasion were 11 
ladies and 9 gentlemen Only 2 members were absent, both due to ill 
health. As usual Jean and I were given a warm welcome  
 

The choir were practising that night for both our own Easter service and 
for Prestwick South's participation in the Holy Week's services in St. 
Ninian's church. As we have found on all our visits the members seem 
to enjoy them thoroughly and under the guidance of David and George 
take great pains to ensure that their performances are up to the highest. 
At the end of the evening on behalf of Jean and myself I expressed my 
thanks for the hospitality we had received and I passed on the good 
wishes of the Kirk Session and wished them every success in their 
future endeavours. 

������������������������%�
���%�
���%�
���%�
���.�7�
��.�7�
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��.�7�
�� ����
 
 
ANCHOR BOYS – 18th March 
 
We visited the Anchor Boys, lead by Mrs Kerr, on 18th March when 13 
boys were in attendance.  The evening began with the boys trying word 
searches and crosswords on a church theme. This was followed by a 
game involving a parachute and a ball when a lot of energy was 
expended by everyone, including us and Mrs Goodwin, who was 
assisting for the evening.  Two of the Company Section boys were also 
helping out and very successfully taught the younger boys a song to be 
performed at the Open Evening at the end of April. 
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Hopefully this group will continue its good work at Prestwick South 
next session.  

�
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��� ���

����
BIBLE CLASS - Sunday 21st March 
 

Helen Inglis and I thoroughly enjoyed our visit to the Bible Class.  
Three members attended the class and Ann McKay conducted a very 
interesting and thoughtful lesson from James 5, concerning the 
responsibilities of wealth and the need for patient endurance.  A lively 
discussion took place with all members of the class participating.  It 
was good to know that the young members regarded wealth as being of 
secondary importance.  Family, friends and health rated higher in their 
opinions.  Over a cup of tea, made for us by the young people, we all 
enjoyed the fellowship and we passed on the good wishes of the Kirk 
Session.  
 

Numbers were down this week as some members were away with the 
scouts, but this did not dampen the enthusiasm of the young people 
attending. The average size of the class is five and unfortunately there 
are no new members due to come up from the Sunday School.  We 
would urge members of our church to encourage any young people of 
secondary school age to come along to this lively class. 

��������������������9��9��9��9��� ���(�
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163 Main Street,                                                      Telephone: 01292 478487  
 Prestwick.                                                                 Fax:            01292 671386 
 

We pride ourselves in offering advice on a wide range of legal matters. 
Below is a list of the main services we provide. We can assist you with  

just about any legal matter which arises and should you wish any 
further information please feel free to contact us.   

 
CONVEYANCING 

WILLS AND ESTATES 
MATRIMONIAL AND FAMILY LAW  

ACCIDENT CLAIMS 
COURT 

EMPLOYMENT LAW  
CORPORATE  COMMERCIAL  

 
www.lawsonrussell.co.uk 
mail@lawrussell.co.uk. 

M . L . Williams Ltd. 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

1(B) FALKLAND PARK ROAD 
AYR KA8 8LL 

*     *     * 
PRIVATELY OWNED FAMILY FIRM SERVING AYR, PRESTWICK 

AND SURROUNDING DISTRICTS  
OFFERING A COMPLETE 24 HOUR SERVICE – 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

(01292)  262277 
*      *     * 

PRE-ARRANGED FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE  
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NEW PRESTWICK SOUTH 
E-MAIL ADDRESS  

 

office@pwksouth.plus.com 
 

 
With the Presbytery Office now also located at Prestwick 
South we recently required to change our e-mail address. 

 
 

UGANDA UPDATE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Well what’s been happening here?  As a patriotic Scot, I celebrated 
Burns Night, not once but twice!  First time we had a wee do at my 
place, very informal but lots of fun following the traditional format 
though I did not recite the whole of Tam O’Shanter.  We even had real 
McSween’s haggis!!  The second event was a formal do by the Uganda 
Caledonian Society.  That sums up my social life in 5 months then! 
 
The highlights in the last 2 months 
 
Found my favourite chocolate here albeit made in Egypt with anti-
melting stuff.  Sadly the shop has not stocked any more. 

Oasis Uganda 
P.O. Box 3518 
Kampala 
Uganda 
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Redundancy money has it’s uses! What a privilege to be able to see an 
endangered species in the wild – the silverback mountain gorilla. 
There are only 700 left in the world and 320 of them live in Uganda. 
 
Quirky Corner 
 

·  Funniest thing I’ve seen so far was a motorcyclist with a live 
goat tied round his waist. 
 

·  The electrician telling my neighbour to wear rubber boots in 
the shower so she doesn’t get shocks. (True but he couldn’t fix 
the problem!) 

·  When a minibus is bought here, you buy the empty shell and 
then have to buy the seats and tyres separately. 
 

·  A bug decided to burrow in my foot.  Thankfully it was taken 
out in Bambejja with a sterilised sewing needle before the eggs 
hatched.  Yuck. 

 
Cause For Concern 
 

·  Some of you may have seen the BBC programme about child 
sacrifice in Uganda.  I can’t get BBC iplayer here so I couldn’t 
watch it.  I did speak to a staff member who says yes it 
happens.  The child’s head is cut off and put  in the foundation 
of a building believing that doing so makes the parents rich.  A 
witchdoctor is building houses next to Bambejja so please pray 
that no child has been sacrificed for this.  
 

·  3 villages in the Bududa region of Eastern Uganda were buried 
in a mudslide.  Bodies were buried in mud as deep as 16 feet. 
Services and residents were using their bare hands and 
rudimentary tools to dig as it was impossible to take earth-
moving equipment due to the poor terrain. 
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Bambejja Beads 
 
The overwhelming frustration has eased a bit!  The UK order for 
Jacob’s Well website has finally been sent to the UK!!  Hurrah.  We 
have had several obstacles to overcome but perseverance is the key 
here.  So please check out the website in a few weeks for unusual gift 
ideas (www.jacobswell.biz). 
 
The English lessons and Bible studies now include numeracy, 
geography, history and life skills!  The ladies are keen to learn and we 
cover many subjects.  We had some role play for craft fairs and they 
were improvising!  It was great to see them enjoy it. 
 
I have booked more sales venues and Rose will take one of the ladies 
each time so that they all get some experience.  The venues are ex-pat 
places so the women can practice their English and sums. 
 
I’m sure that God is teaching me something in all this! 
 
“...we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope.”  Romans 5: 3 – 4. 
 

PRAYER CORNER 
����
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Thank you for your ongoing support. 
9
����9
����9
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March 2010 
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ELECTRICAL  ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS 

26 Wellington Square. 
AYR KA7 1HH 
TEL: 01292 – 267243 
FAX: 01292 - 611085 
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ANNUAL DISPLAY 
 
The annual Display will take place on Thursday 29th April  at 7pm. 
The Display will last approximately one hour and will be followed 
with Tea or Coffee 
 
 

GAMES AFTERNOON  
AND BARBECUE 
 
A Games Afternoon and Barbecue will be held on Saturday 1st May 
from 12noon – 4pm. All boys are asked to meet in the Church Hall at 
12noon.  
 
Further details will follow nearer the time. 
 

�
 
 
 
Just recently an Appeal was issued to all parents and interested 
parties regarding the uncertainty of the 4th Prestwick.  
 
In the Appeal I stated that after over seventeen years in charge of 
the 4th Prestwick I felt that the time had come to step down. Andy 
Laughland and Jim Meikle who have given many years loyal 
service to the 4th Prestwick had also indicated their intention to 
step down as leaders, at the end of April. 
 
The Appeal ended with the statement that unless new leaders and 
volunteers came forward, the 4th Prestwick Junior and Company 
Section would cease to exist after April 2010. 
 
Unfortunately no one came forward! 
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However, we have entered negotiations with the 2nd Prestwick 
Boys’ Brigade who have signalled that they would be keen to 
form an amalgamation of both Companies. Although discussions 
are at an early stage it would appear that when the new session 
commences in the early autumn the Anchor Boys would continue 
to meet in the Prestwick South Church Hall on a Thursday night, 
while the Junior Section and Company Section would meet on a 
Friday night in Kingcase Primary School. 
 
Naturally, all parents will be kept informed of developments. 
What is important is that the boys still have the opportunity to be 
part of the Boys’ Brigade 
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for 
PRESTWICK SENIOR CITIZENS 

 

Tuesday 25th May 2010 
to 

LARGS 
                    

Leaving from: Prestwick Community Centre 1200 hrs 
Returning to: Prestwick Community Centre 1800hrs 

 

Tickets on sale from THE 65 CLUB on 
Mondays  10am till 12pm                       Tuesdays  10am till 12pm 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE 
MONTH OF APRIL  

 
DAY      LUKE 
Wednesday  1st    8:40-9:9 
Thursday  2nd   9:10-27 
Friday   3rd   9:28:56 
Saturday   4th  9:57-10:24 
Sunday   5th  10:25-11:4   
Monday   6th  11:5-32 
Tuesday   7th  11:33-54 
Wednesday  8th  12:1-34 
Thursday  9th  12:35-39 
Friday   10th  13:1-30 
Saturday   11th   13:31-14:14 
Sunday   12th  14:15-35 
Monday   13th  15:1-32 
Tuesday   14th  16:1-18 
Wednesday  15th  16:19-17:10 
Thursday  16th    17:11-37 

��������Pinecraft����
 

PICTURE FRAMING AND CRAFT SHOP 
Creative Framing from Needlework to Decoupage, Photos to Sports Shirts. 

You Name It We Frame It! 
Extensive Range of Mouldings…Mounts cut while you wait…Free Estimates 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO CREATE A MASTERPIECE 
You are welcome to browse our Craft Shop/Gallery for ideas and inspiration. 
We stock a wide range of Art & Craft materials including Canvas, Decoupage 
Prints and Tools, Card Making supplies, Needlework materials and threads. 

 
We run CRAFT WORKSHOPS Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 

Cost £6.00 for 2 hours (refreshments provided) 
Come along, have fun and make new friends. 70/72 Waterloo Road 

Prestwick (2 mins from Aldi) 
Tel: Eileen on 
01292 479225 
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Friday   17th    18:1-30 
Saturday   18th     18:31-19:10 
Sunday   19th    19:11-44 
Monday   20th    19:45-20:26 
Tuesday   21st  20:27-21:4 
Wednesday  22nd  21:5-38 
Thursday  23rd  22:1-38 
Friday   24th  22:39-62 
Saturday   25th   22:63-23:25 
Sunday   26th   23:26-56 
Monday   27th   24:1-35   
Tuesday   28th   24:36-53 
 
     JOHN 
Wednesday  29th    1:1-28 
Thursday  30th   1:29-51  
    
 
 

 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK  
 
Mark is the shortest of the 4 Gospels and perhaps the earliest.  Its 
simple structure of short sayings and its fast, episodic narrative provide 
a powerful accounts of the life of Jesus. 
 
Mark’s Aims 
What may at first look like an artless string of loosely connected 
anecdotes, written in vivid and sometimes rugged language, has in fact 
a structure that conveys a strong theology, supported by scriptural 
allusions.  Mark is now recognised as having written a highly organised 
account, weaving together the stories that he heard through oral 
tradition. 
 
Mark’s Message 
Unlike Matthew and Luke, Mark says nothing about Jesus’ birth; 2 
other vital events enclose the main narrative.  It begins with Jesus’ 
baptism and the tearing of the heavens.  It effectively ends with Jesus’ 
death and the tearing of the Temple curtain. 
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Secret Messiah 
Jesus said and did much that made many people think he might be the 
promised Messiah.  But in Mark, Jesus seems to be cautious about this, 
as though the title might be misleading or misunderstood. 
It is also worth noting Jesus’ response to Peter’s question of whether he 
was the Messiah: “he sternly ordered  them not to tell anyone about 
him” (8:28).  Jesus used the phrase “the Son of Man” to signify his role 
as one who was not a supernatural figure like an angel, but who, like all 
people, was bound to die and, as described in Daniel 7, will be 
vindicated by God beyond death. 
 
The ending of Mark’s Gospel 
 
The ending is abrupt and surprising.  Did Mark die before finishing?  
Did the last page get lost?  Did Mark intend to end here, perhaps 
recalling how Daniel reacted to his vision(Dan 10:7-12).  At least the 
abrupt ending is consistent with Mark’s emphasis on the frailty of 
humans, who are nevertheless called to follow Jesus. 
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THE BOOK 
 

TITLE :  The Gospel According to Mark. 
 

DATE:  c.85 – 90CE 
 

AUTHORSHIP : 
 
According to Papias, the Gospel was written by “Mark, the interpreter for 
Peter” (cf. 1 Peter 5:13). 
Traditionally Mark has been identified with John Mark, nephew of Barnabas, 
though he was associated with Paul rather than Peter.  If, as Papias suggests, 
Mark was close to Peter and acted as his interpreter, Mark could be even more 
important as being closest to the historical Jesus. 
 

THE CONTENTS 
 

Chapter 1:1-13  Jesus’ baptism and temptation 
Chapter 1:14-3:35 Initial opposition to Jesus’ teaching in Galilee 
Chapter 4:1-34  Jesus teaches using parables 
Chapters 4:35-8:26 Jesus performs miracles and healings amid growing 

opposition to his work 
Chapter 8:27-38 Peter’s confession, the cost of discipleship 
Chapter 9:1-13 The Transfiguration 
Chapters 9:14-10:52 Jesus teaches and prepares his disciples 
Chapters 11:1-12:44 Jesus enters Jerusalem, cleanses the Temple and 

engages in argument 
Chapter 13 Jesus teaches of future events (“the Markan 

apocalypse”) 
Chapters 14-15 The Last Supper; Jesus’ arrest, trials, and 

crucifixion 
Chapter 16:1-8 Empty tomb (original ending) 
Chapter 16:9-20 Resurrection appearances  
 

KEY THEMES 
 

·  The good news is Jesus Christ 
 

·  The authority of Jesus in healing and teaching that comes from God 
 

·  Suffering and discipleship 
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SPECIAL  BIRTHDAY  
CONGRATULATIONS 

 
On the 19th March, Mrs Helen Guthrie, 

celebrated her 90th Birthday. 
 

Special congratulations to Helen 
from everyone at Prestwick South. 

 

SPECIAL  BIRTHDAY  
CONGRATULATIONS 

 
On the 20th March, Mrs Ella Mitchell, 

celebrated a very special Birthday. 
 

Special congratulations to Ella 
from everyone at Prestwick South. 
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DEATH  
 
8th March - Mrs Jean Latta, Claremount Nursing Home Ayr. 
 
 
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY  CONGRATULATIONS  
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PARISH  REGISTER  
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GOLDEN  WEDDING 
CONGRATULATIONS  

 

On the 19th March, Wilson and Mary Connell    
celebrated their 

Golden Wedding Anniversary. 
 

Special congratulations to Mary and Wilson 
from everyone at Prestwick South. 

SPECIAL GOLDEN WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS  

 
 
 

Easter Means Eternal Life  
 

A perfect God demands a perfect justice; 
He cannot let us get away with sin. 

We used God’s gift of our free will to trespass, 
So heaven’s gates were closed; we couldn’t get 

in. 
Our sin required our blood, a sacrifice, 

To atone for all the wrongs that we had done. 
 

"But I love them!" cried our Father, filled with so rrow; 
"I’ll send my only Son to be the one." 

Good Friday marks the slaying of our Jesus, 
The unblemished lamb, the perfect sacrifice. 
He took our guilt and blame upon Himself, 

So we could be with Him in paradise. 
 

On Easter morning, he came back from 
death; 

He vanished from the tomb, the empty grave. 
His resurrection means eternal life 

For us, the ones he came to earth to save. 
This summarizes all the Easter story 
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And because of it, we’ll be with Him in glory. 
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TEL:  478788 

SESSION 
CLERK:  
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TEL:  476883 
 

CLERK  TO  
THE  BOARD:  
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TEL:  470026 

TREASURER: ����"�������� �
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TEL:  475632 

GIFT  AID 
CONVENER: 
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TEL:  678429 

CHURCH 
SECRETARY & 
HALL  LETTING  
CONVENER: 
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TEL:  678556 

ROLL  
KEEPER: 
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TEL:  479960 

PROPERTY  
CONVENER: 
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TEL:  477163 

ORGANIST  AND 
CHOIRMASTER:  
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TEL:  268992 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENTS: 
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TEL:  475239 
 
 
TEL:  477738 

CHURCH  
OFFICER: 
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TEL:  286224 

 

�����������������



 41 

All items for our MAY NEWSLETTER  should be submitted by 
the conclusion of the Morning Service on Sunday the 18th April 2010. 


